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ENQUIRY, Er. 


HAT the Proprietors of South-Seg 
Stock in general have been great 
Sufferers, their Affairs not conduct- 
ed with O Economy; that their 
Trade has been almoſt ruined, and 
their Capital very much diminiſhed, 
are ſelf- evident Propoſitions, and therefore re- 
quire not any Arguments to confirm the Truth 
of them, From hence a Queſtion will natu- 
rally ariſe, viz, By vchom were theſe great Loſ- 
ſes occaſioned ? The Anſwer is obvious, by the 
bad Conduct of thoſe, whom the Company en- 
truſted with the Management of their Stock ; 
and this muſt have been done Ignorantly or Wil- 
Fully. Ignorance indeed may. carry a Shadow 
of Excuſe, and be palmed upon Perſons of a 
ſuperficial Knowledge, but it will never pals 
with Men of Judgment and Penetration; it is 
the weakeſt Plea imaginable ; for if Perſons are 
conſcious of their own Inabilities, they ought 
in Prudence and Juſtice to acquaint *hoſe by 
whom they were intruſted, tht tt = 
| nen 
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Burthen was too weighty, and therefore deſired 
they might re-delirer the Truſt that had been 
repoſed in them. Such a Step would have been 
laudable, and a Maniteſtation of their Integrity; 
but to perſevere obſtinately Year after Year in 
their Miſmanagement of the Company's Affairs, 
without acquainting them with their Loſſes, will 
appear, I believe, to every thinking and unpre- 
judiced Man, a Demonſtration that there were 
ſome private and ſiniſter Views in the Bottom; 
and conſequently{- that the great Damages, the 
Company haz ſuffered, were occaſioned Wilfzlly : 
And if this be the Caſe, as I am of Opinion 
tis no difficult Matter to prove it, I fee no Rea- 
ſon for ſcreening the ret nn Directors 
in a notorious Breach of Truſt, but rather to 
compel them to make good thoſe Loffes and 
Damages to the Company, by confiſcating their 
real and perſonal Eſtates in the ſame Manner as 
their Predeceſſors were obliged to do; but ne- 
vertheleſs under this Reſtriction, that no Part of 
their ſaid Eſtates ſhould be re- delivered to them, 
other than what was barely neceſſary for their 
Support and Maintenance, and that they ſhould 
| — in an Inventory of their real and perſonal 
Effects upon Oath, making it Felony in any of 
them to conceal one Penny. 
When Sir Fohn Eyles, Bart. was elected Sub- 
' Governour of the Sourb-Sea Company, he was 
looked upon as a Perfon well qualified for the 
Place; but it was generally believed that he 
would manage the Company's Concerns for the 
ſole Intereſt and Benefit of the Proprietors in 
eneral; but he had not been long in the Chair 
— he harangued the Court of Directors in- 
to a Project of his own, viz. to change the Me- 
| thod in which their Trade was carriod on, and 
to ſend Supra-Cargoes in the Company's annual 
| g- "Fd Ships. 
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Ships. Accordingly four were choſen; the firſt 
was Mr. Catlin Thorœugood. It will appear with 
an ugly Countenance that this very Man, who 
had been in the Service of the Company abroad, 
but for his Male- Practices rendered uncapable 
of being employed for the future, by the una- 
nimous Conſent of the Court of Directors, ſhould 
find ſo much Credit with Sir John, and the Di- 
rectors at that time, to be the principal Perſon to 
diſpoſe of a Cargo of Goods, which coſt above 
250, 000 J. Sterling. Nay, it is to be proved that 
during the Time Sir Jobn was Chief, thoſe Su- 
-pra-Cargoes and Factors, who had been guilty 
of the greateſt Notorieties had the moſt Counte- 
nance and Encouragement; and I do not think 
it poſſible that upward of three hundred Ton of 
Goods could be taken up for illicit Trade with- 
out the Privity and Conſent of Sir Jobn, and th 

Court of Directors, or ſome of them. | 

+" That Sir Jobn held a private Correſpondence 
with the Company's Factors abroad, is a Thing 
ſomewhat ſtrange, but it is as true as ſtrange; 
which Method of Proceeding in ſuch a clande- 
ſtine Manner, and without Authority from a 
General Court, muſt ſurely be deemed an unde- 
niable Violation of the great Truſt with which 
he was inveſted, Wery, If Sir Jobn did acquaint 
the next General Court, after the Receipt of a 
private Letter from Bleechynden, 1525, that the 
Company had been defrauded of aboye 80,000 
Dollars by Swartz and Jobnſon, two other of 
the Company's Factors, and whether any Me- 
thod was taken to oblige them to refund the 
ſame? Or of the fraudulent Sale of Negroes 
made by Zohnſon ? 

There is undoubtedly a great deal of Art and 
Dexterity in carrying a Point that one is wil- 
ling to gain; but methinks it is a Matter nn 
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of Conſideration, that though Sir Jobs, after the 
Receipt of a private Letter from Thomas Blee- 


 ehynden, one of the Company's Factors, of the 
Fraud committed by Jobnſon, another Factor 


ſhould be concerned in ſuch dirty Work as to 
find-out a Way to clear him, though the Facts 
alledged were ſo plainly proved againſt him, is 
what I cannot account for; except he was con- 


_ © ſeious. that Fohnſon had it in his Power to 


diſcloſe ſome Things, which Sir Fob» had much 
rather ſhould lie dormant, and be buried, if poſ- 
ble, in Oblivion. 

Io what End or Purpoſe the Court of Direc- 
tors, in 1730, granted a Power to Sir Jobn 
Eyles, Sub-Governour, and to John Hanbury, 


Eſqʒ Deput cvernour, to make ſuch Disburſe- 
ments as they ſhould judge proper; and to au- 


thorize the Caſhier of the Company to pay the 
Draughts of the ſaid Sub-Governour and Deputy- 
Governour. Nay, the Court of Directors de- 
fired that they enter upon ſuch Correſpondence, 
and take ſuch Meaſures as they thought proper 
and neceflary. I here ask, Whether it is not 
an unprecedented Power for the two Goyernours 


to command the Company's Caſh, without a 


particular Warrant from the Court? It is a thing 
that never was done in any Company before. 


But further, it ſeems by the Directors deſiring 


them to enter upon ſuch Correſpondence, Sc. 


the Governours ſeem to have carried on a ſecret 
_ Correſpondence, nay, it may be proved by Ex- 
tracts of Letters, dated in Ofober, 1730. And 


all their Letters of ſuch Correſpondence were 


kept as private as could reaſonably be done, no 
one being admitted to Copy them but the Se- 


cretary. Here I- muſt oblerve, that if it was a 
Crime in any of the Company's Officers to hold 


A private Correſpondence with any of the Com- 


pany” 8 


AMY 
pany's Factors, how can the Sub-Govyernour ant 
Deputy-Governour be juſtified in correſponding 
with John Tinker, Eſqʒ Chief of the Pana un 
Factory? This I ſubmit to the Judgment of tha 
Proprietors. | 25 : 

I remember that the Gentlemen in the Direx- 
tion valued themſelves upon the good. Succeſs of 
the Prince William's Voyage, but never told the 
Proprietors that the Supra-Cargoes of that Ship 
charge 2184 Dollars given for Secret Services, 
communicated. to the two Governours; and in 
one Article of their Accounts they charge 25 100 
Dollars, without mentioning Particulars, | 

That there have been Embezzlements of the: 
Company's. Caſh, and Effects to a very large . 
mount, is a, Thing inconteſtable, and yet no Re- 
ſtitution made in Part or in the whole, nor any 
Proſecution carried on ſo far as to compel the 
Delinquents to make Satisfaction as far as they 
are able, though ſome of them are very rich: 
On the contrary, they have either received ſome 
of the Company's Money by Order, or have been 
again employed in their Service; and I am apt to 
think that ſome of the Directors, and I wiſh ſome 
of their Governours be not included, have been 
concerned, and reaped the Profits of an illicit 
Trade with the Supra-Cargoes, by which the 
Proprietors have ſuffered much, and their Stock 
reduced. There are many large Debts due to 
the Company from their Factors, and recover- 
able from them and ſome of their Fr ecutors; 
but no Suit has been commenced 27zainft them. 
This is amazing to a Man of common Unders 
ſtanding. I hope there is not a He, within a 
_ #heel; it Tooks ſomething like it. 

It will not appear ſurprizing that the Company 
ſhould be in Debt, if it be conſidered how layiſh 
they have been of the Proprietors Money, in ma- 

| We king 
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| king large Preſents as well in Money as other 
Things of great Value, and allowing Salaries to 
the Council of the Indies, amounting to no leſs 
in Money given to their Officers, c. 257758 1. 
s. but whether the Directors could anſwer this 
Profuſeneſs of the Proprietors Money without 
the Conſent of a General Court, may be the 
Subject of an Enquiry hereafter, $ | 
_ - Had the Company given over Trade immedi- 
ately after that fatal Year 1720. then if it be 
conſidered what might have been ſaved from 
the Stipends of Factors, Supra-Cargoes, Maſters 
or Commanders of Ships, & aies, Cc. adding 
| thereto 7, zoo, ooo, excluſive of ſeveral hundred 
thouſand Pounds, paid in his Majeſty's Appoint- 
ments, the Company might have paid 67. or at 
leaſt 5.5, per Cent. for ever. This would have 
broke the Neck of that infamous Practice of 
Stock- Jobbing; this would have ſecured their 
Capital entire, and have prevented their Applica- 
tion to Parliament for liberty to diſpoſe of a 
Part of their Trading- Stock, in order to diſcharge” 
ſome of their numerous Bond-Debts. But as the 
Caſe now ſtands, how much does it concern the 
Proprietors to make a Scrutiny into the Charac- 
ters of ſuch Perſons as are propoſed to be Di- 
rectors; and as I have but a Share of Stock, yet 
I am determined not to give my Vote for any 
Man, who ſolicits to be a Director, or who is 
not a Perſon of known Subſtance and Integrity ; 
and if every Proprietor would follow my Ex- 
ample, I might affirm that he would ſoon find his 
Account in it. 8 
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f N Of the Late | 
3 DIRECTORS 


OF THE 


7 SOUTH-SEA-COMPANY, 


N the Month of February, after that 
memorable and calamitousYear 1720. 
in which ſo many Families were ru- 
ined, Sir ohn Eyles, Bart. was cho- 
ſen Sub- Governor of the South- Sen 
Company, being look' d upon as a 
| Perſon qualify'd in every Reſpect to 
manage ſo great a Truſt; and no doubt none more fit 
had he conducted the Company's Concerns for the 
ſole Intereſt and Advantage of the Proprietors : 
But that hqnourable Gentleman had not been long in 
the Ch, before he harangued the Court of Directors, 
telling them, that the 33 (as their Trade had 


been 


2 The Hiſtory of the late Directors 
been carried on of late Years) was ſubject to many 
Embarraſſments and Inconyeniences, by having ſo 
large a Quantity of Goods and Effects always remain- 
ing in the Spauiſh Weſt-Indies, and which were liable 
to be ſeized on the leaſt Rupture with Spain; there- 
fore for the greater Intereſt and Security of the Com- 
pany, he gaye it as his Opinion, that the moſt proper 
Method ro carry it on for the future, would be 
by ſending Supra-Cargoes in the Company's 'annual 
Permiſſion Ships; which would not only be leſs ha- 
zardous, but the Returns a great deal the quicker ; 
which Opinion was unanimouſly agreed to : But 
whether Sir oh Eyles was ſincere when he expreſſed 
himſelf in the foregoing Manner, or Whether he had 
any other Views, I don't take upon me to determine, 
but leave the Reader to judge by the following 
8 | 1 | 
Accordingly, on the 14th Day of February, 1722. 4 
the Court of Directors choſe tour Supra-Cargoes tor a 
Voyage to La Vera Crus, in their Ship Royal Prince, 
Captain William Cleland Commander, there to diſ- 
poſe of a Cargo of Goods, which was to be put on 
AB board her, tothe Amount of above 250000/. Sterling. 
The Names of the ſaid Supra-Cargoes, are as follow, 
viz, Mr. Catlin Thorowgood, firſt Supra- Cargo, Mr. 


. 


* Mr. Thorowgood had been formerly in the Company's Services 
at Mexico, ayhex Samuel Shephard, £/q; vas one of the Governors ; 
but for his Male Practices Abroad, the Court of Directors made an 
Order Nemine Contradicente, that he ſbould never be employed in the 
Company's Service again: But it may be obſerved hereafter, that 
during the Time Sir John Eyles was chief of the Oligarchy, thoſe 
Sara Cargoes and Factors, who had been guilty of the greateſt Notori- 
ties had the moſt Countenance and Encouragements ; which is a plain 


Indication that the Directors, or ſome of them, were concerned in the to 
; illicit Trade carried on ſo many Years in the Company's Annual Ships, U 
fo prejudicial to the Proprietors ; it being next to impoſſible that 150 th 

Tons of Goods ſhould be taken on board the Royal George at &. 8 
Chriſtophe rs, a greater Quantity, on board the Prince Frederick, at 5 
Prince Rupert's Bay in the land of St. Dominica, and ſo on with- R, 
ont their Privity and Conſent. Beſides, tis not to be imagined that {et 
#he Supra-Cargoes themſelves could find no Money to purchafe ſuch large : 
3 Goods for illicit Trade, the <vhich, no doubt, ere of the reg. 
rickeſs Sort, and therefore took us vp the leſs Room in the Ship, (24, 


Pitt, 


of the South-Sea Company. 3 
Pitt, (the Company's chief Factor at La Vera Crus) 
ſecond; Mr. James Dolliffe, third; and Captain Wit - 
liam Cleland, fourth. 10 

On their Arrival Home, about Chriſtmas, 1724. 
the Court of Directors being informed of their irregu- 


Lar and unwarrantable Tranſactions, when at La Vera 
3 Crus, they were examined in Perſon by a joint 


Committee of Buying and Accompts, of the 10th of 
January, 1726, and their Accompts were examined 
by another Committee of Buying and Accomprs, of 
the 5th of December, 1728. The preſent Sub-Gover- 
nor, Sir Richard Hopkins, being of both Committees; 
Copy of which Minutes are. as follows, vis. 


nd 


Thurſday 10, January 1726. 
| At a Joint Committee of Buying and 
| Accompts. e 


The Committee being informed that Mr. Thoro:w- 
good, Mr. Dolliffe, and Captain Cleland attended; 
= Mr. Thorowgood was called in, and the Orders of 
this Committee, of the 16th of December being read to 
him one by one, he gave Anſwer thereto as follows. 


As to the 2 Demand relating 0 
. P reſ, ents*, | 


He ſaid it was impracticable at ſo great a Diſtance 
to obſerve Inſtructions literally, that there were great 
Uproars on the Supra-Cargoes Arrival, the Populace 

threatning to fire the Factory, mentioned ſome great 


* The Court of Directors ſent Preſents to the Spaniſh Governor and 
Royal Officers, to the Amount of 789 1. 7 s. 6 d. excluſive of a Sword 
ſet with Diamonds for the Vice-Roy of Mexico, 

Meſſieurs'Thorowgood, Dolliffe, and Cleland, have wot only dif- 
regarded this Article of their Inſtructions; but broke thro' all the moſh 
#4terial ones given them by the Court of Direftors. 


B 2 Services 


4 The Hiſtory of the late Directors 
| Services done at that Juncture; and afterwards by 
ſome Spaniſb Officers in Power, and particularly in 
granting Leave to remit the Affair of A/cavalas to 
the Determination of the King of Spain, and in pre- 
venting the Royal Prince's Cargo being ſent to the 
Cuſtom- Houſe, which would have occaſioned great 
Delays, Expences, and Embarraſſments, that they 


had alſo procured and ſettled the Prices of Goods in a f b 


favourable Manner, whereby to govern the Payment 


of the Alcavalas, ſhould they be inſiſted on; the 


Paper of which he had delivered to the Committee of 
Buying: He alſo quoted a Letter from a Spaniard, 
wherein very great Preſents are enumerated, and even 
2ggravated beyond what they really were. _ 
Being told that this Anſwer was too general, ſaid, 
that to diſcover Names and particular Sums might be 


of very ill Conſequence to the Company's future Aft 


fairs, and mentioned ſome Inſtances; ſaid, he could 
tell them to any one Gentleman in Confidence, * and 
did not doubt of giving him full Satisfaction. 


Being asked particularly about the Sword, affirm- 
ed it was given to the Vice - Roy; but that indeed he 
did not think of the Deduction out of the Invoice, as 
required, ſaid he gave the Vice - King the main of the 


Preſents at their firſt Arrival; but was forced to 


keep him in Humor from Time to Time with leſſer | 


Matters, ꝓ and by that Means got great Indulgences 
after the King of Spain, by Cedula, had revoked all 
Favours; ſaid that Mr, Pitt knew of ſeveral of the 


Preſents given away; and, particularly, of 4000 


* It is doubtful by Mr. Thorowgood's Conduct in other Af airs, 
evbether he gave the Vice-King any of the Preſents : But to ſay that 
be kept him in Humor from Time to Time with leſſer Matters, is ſul- 


ling his Exellency's Honour, and ſeems to be only mere Deluſion and 


Chicainery. 


- + If Mr. Thorowgood bad Aﬀed uprightly and juſih for the 


Company's Intereft, why ſhould' he decline to diſcover Names, and 


particularly Sums given! But it looks as if My. Thorowgood had done 
great Services abroad for ſome Gentlemen of the Committee, they being 


ſatisfied with ſo general ap Anſwer. 
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of the South · Sea Company. 5 
Dollars in Money; * ſaid, he would draw out the 
beſt Account of Preſents he could collect; diſtin- 


guiſhing the particular Services, that on the Alcavala 
Accompt, and that of the Audiencia. * 


Secondly, As to the ſecond Demand of their bring- 
ing home Indigo, and eſpecially that of inferior Sort; 


I} he” faid the expected ſevere Orders from Spain by 


every Veſſel, People apprehending another Repreſalia, 
they could get nothing but Indigo; that he did not 
leave a Bag of Pieces of Eight behind him: Beſides, 
they had a general Inſtruction to take ſome Fruits, 
and Indigo was beſt for the Company's Intereſt, pre- 
ferable to Jallop and- other Things, which would 
have occaſioned conſiderable Lofs, 


_ Thirdly, As to the Third Demand relating to their 

Commiſſion, and veſting the ſame in Cochineal; he 
ſaid, he brought but little for himſelf, 14 Bags, and 
4 of them were not his own; that he was involved, 
and under ſome Difficulties for want of the Money; 
and therefore as in this Particular he had commit- 
ted a Breach, he deſired to be excuſed ; ſaid, he had 
kept it by him a good while, and at laſt fold it un- 
der 20 /. 
Being asked about a Particular Parcel brought 
hame, ſaid it was to ſecure a Debt due to a Friend 
in London, which was ſaving it out of the Fire, and 
would otherwiſe have been loſt. 


Fourthiy, As to the Demand relating to the Ex- 
cluſion of Mr. Pitt out of the Supra-Cargo Ship, ſaid 
he was not excluded by the other Supra- Cargoes, that 


* Mr. Pitt vas then at La Vera Cruz, and therefore could 
not confute Mr. Thorowgood ; but it ſeems very improbable that 
Mr. Pitt bord be ſet into the Secret of the Diſpoſal of 4500 Dollars 
in Money, <vhen My, Thorowgood and the other Supra Gargoes con- 
ceal'd from him the Courts Inſtruct ions, and thereby deprived him of bis 
Right of being ſecond Supra Cargo; as will be ſeen a little further. 
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he joined in ſeveral Acts, that he was an odd reſer- 
ved ſullen tempered Man; but gave the Committee 
feveral Reaſons why they did not think proper fur- 


ther to let him into Matters, mentioned an Agree- 


ment Mr. Pitt had made with one Carter, who with 
ſome others who were to have managed the whole 
Cargo, if they could have got hold of ic : That the 
faid Pitt before that had received 30000 Pieces of 
Eight, but fears the Company will never fee a Penay 


_ of it* ; and upon the Whole, thought it by no 


means for-the Company's Intereſt that he ſhould be 
concerned in the Cargo, | 


*  Fifthly, As to the Demand concerning the Con- 


ſultation-Book, in which all Contracts and Bargains 
were to be Entred and Signed. | | 
Said, he referred to a Book which ſeemed Prima 


Facie, to be only a Letter-Book ; but Mr. Thorow- 


200d therein produced ſeveral Reſolutions of the Su- 
pra-Cargoes entred from Time to Time; ſaid there 
wasno other Conſultation-BookF, and hoped there 


was every Thing neceſſary in it. 


| * This Charge of Mr. Thorowgood*s againſt Mr. Pitt, ahethes | 


true or falſe I cannot aver; if the former, the Directors muſt have 
had ſome Ends in not looking into this Matter, they Continuing Afr. Pitt 


in the Service ſeveral Years afterwards; and I think to the Day of 


bis Death, if the latter Mr. Thorowgood dealt unjuſtly by him: But 
it is notorious that Mr. Thorowgood ſtood à Deb ter to the Company 
in the Vera Cruz Ledger, 1716. Fol. 1,6,0000 and odd Pieces of 
ibi ſeveral Tears after he left that Place, and it is doubtful whether 


that Debt is diſcharged to this Day | 
. {S-emingly Meſſieurs.Thorowgood, Dollife and Cleland, here 


erpprebenſive of no Puniſhment or Cenſure from the Court of Directors 
for whatever Irregularities or Neglects they had been guilty of Abroad, 
elſe certainly they <wonld have taken care to have kept a regular 
Conſultation Book, the Neglect of which <vas the Forfeiture of their 
Commiſſion, as appears by the Taventy fifth Article of the Courts In- 
ftruttions to them, wphich is this: © You muſt be ſire from Time to 
« Time daily, duly, and truly to keep regular Conſultations and 


<« and other Tranſactions in a Book for that Purpoſe, and imme 
+ diately ſign the ſaid Entries upon Penalty of forfeiting your 
N 5 | 


% Commiſſion. 


5 - 3 Sixth, 
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Sixthly, As to the Demaad relating to -the Books 
wherein they were to enter all their Tranſactions, 
their Waſte-Book, Foul-Journal of their Daily Bar- 
gains, whether called a Warehouſe-Book, or by any 
other Name; and alſo their Caſh-Book, ſays their 
daily Tranſactions are contained in the Accounts de- 
* livered in of Charges of Merchandize, did not know of 

any particular Caſh- Book *; that Carriers and others 
paid their Money very late, which was entred in the 
Ledger ; that the petty Expences and other daily 
Charges of Houſe-keeping, &c. were kept by the 
Factory at Vera Crus, aud given the Supra-Cargoes 
in a groſs Sum. | 
Thar Mr. Stratton, Capt. Cleland's Clerk, and others 
that kept the Warehouſe Accounts, he doubted not 
had the proper Books, that he himſelt had Duplicates 


ol ſome of them by him which he would deliver in; 
ſiaid that himſelf was forced to keep Books and write 


Spaniſh Letters, tho' very ill at the fame Time; and 
= withd the Company had provided them an Ac- 
= comptant, ſaid he would make an Enquiry after What 
= Books he could find, and believed the Duplicates by 


him would fatisfy the Committee. As to the Papers 
relating to the Meaſurement of the Ship and Goods, 


it was not Part of their Inſtructions; but ſaid, as he 
had ſome by him, he would deliver up all he had. 
Mr. Doluiſſe being then called in and examined Þ to 
the lame Matters; and firſt, as to the Preſents : He 
# ſaid that there was great. Obſtructions and Difficul- 
ties, and general Apprehenſion of War; that as to 
Preſents in General, he believed there might be ſome 
Accompt kept, and that none was diſpoſed of with- 


* As they kept no Caſb- Bock, no doubt they brought home fine A.- 
compts : But Mr. Read, the Company's Accomptant, knows that Af- 
fair better than I do. 

a. Dollific is the Gentleman ; <vho <vith Cate. Cleland are 
no under Proſecution by the Court of Directors for Aale=Prattices 
Abroad when Supra-Cargoes of the Company's Ship Prince William. 
Some of the new Directors diſqualitying themſelves on Account of givine 
Y Evidence agen the, OT 

our 
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out conſulting the reſt of the Supra-Cargoes : That | 
as to the Sword, it was delivered to the Vice-Roy for t 
the general Service. k 
As to the taking Indigo, ſaid they would have 


avoided it if poſſible ; but that the Fhtiſtas, who had c 
been beforehand with them, had drained the Coun- t 
try of Money: They thought they had better bring 5 
home that than nothing, and that they had deferr'd P 
taking any Indigo to the very laſt, C 
As to their taking their Commiſſion abroad, and v 
veſting the ſame in Cochineal, he acknowledged the d 
Treſpafs, and made an Apology ; faid he had but : 
little, and hoped for the Company's Favour, * 


Concerning their Excluſion of Mr. Pitt; ſaid he P 
was conſulted in many Points; but that it was not n 
thought for the Company's Intereſt to conſult him in * 
all Things; ſaid it was for the ſake of diſpatching the N 

Ship, that * did not let him into the Time of her ba 
: 
L 


Departure; ſaid that the Reaſon why they did not 
let him ſee the Courts Inſtructions, becauſe theſe 
Things they did not think adviſeable to conſult him 


in were apart; that there were other Reaſons which k 

Mr. Thorowgood had acquainted the Committee with. a 
As to the Conſultation- Book; ſaid that ſome of | 

the Books delivered in and now produced was the h 


Conſultation- Book; that he had no other Matters re- cl 
lating to that Matter. 1 0 
As to the Book directed to be kept of their daily CC 
Tranſactions; ſaid, he ſuppoſed that was methodized la 
in the Book wherein the Bargains are minuted and ”! 
ſigned in the Accomptant's Office. 2 
Being asked concerning the Waſte- Book or Foul- * 
Journal, or Warehouſe- Book, wherein their daily ny 
Bargains were entred ; ſaid, he had no Papers re- be 
lating thereto; that he believed what had been deli- 
vered in would have been ſufficient; that probably 
there might have been a Warehouſe-Book kept, ſome ſo 
being kept by Mr. Thorowgood's Son at Mexico but W 
that from them they afterwards adjuſted with the tc 
People themſelyes; that he will make Baquiry t - 
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there be any ſuch Books in being: Bur in his own 
keeping affirms he has none, nor ever had. 
Being asked concerning the Caſh-Book; faid; he 
did not know who kept any; that Carriers and o- 
thers that brought them the Money, did not do it 
till a few Days before they failed, and then it was 
placed to Accompt ; ſaid, there was a Book of pet- 
ty Expences disburſed for Houſe-keeping, c, 
which he believes was brought. into the Account 
delivered in, but would make Enquiry about it. 
Then Capt. Cleland was called in and examined 
as a Supra-Cargo z and being asked concerning the 
Preſents; ſaid, as to what was done at Mexico does 
not know, not having been there; and that what 
was given away at Vera Cruz, moſt was done by 
Mr. Thorowgood and Mr. Dolliffe; and as to what 
was given away by himſelf, he ſaid, he had late- 
ly given into the Company upon Oath; that he 
” cannot charge his Memory with Particulars at 
Vera Cruz, but believed there was ſome Account 
kept; ſaid he ſaw Clocks and Watches, Sc. ſent 
away to Royal Officers and others. | 

As to their bringing away Indigo; ſaid, if they 
had not raken that, muſt have had nothing; that 
chey took it for Money. 
Being examined, touching their taking their 
commiſſion abroad and veſting in it Cochineal ; 
faid, it was but a Trifle ;that he was allowed a Pri- 
viledge, and forced to take that or nothing. 

As touching Mr. Pitt's Excluſion, not being at 
Mexico, cannot ſay any thing to its - 
_ » Being examin'd concerning the Conſultation- 
book which was order'd to be kept; ſaid, the. 
Supra-Cargoes were ſeparated at Mexico and Vera 
Cruz, andnot altogether to conſult; that what he 
fold was enter'd, into a rough Warehouſe-book, 
which was deliver'd with all the Accounts he kept 
rr hn i oe 7 

. Beth ed concerning the Book of their daily 
FTranſactions; faid, he ſaw no ſuch Book; that his 

3 Buſineſs 


A 
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Buſineſs was to take Care of the Warehouſes; and 


knows nothing of this Book; 

To this Article relating to the Waſte- Book, Jour- 

nal and Warehouſe-Book, the Committee took it 
to be anſwered before. . 
As concerning a Caſh-Book; ſaid, he knew of 
none, that the Money was brought them a little 
before they ſailed; that what Money they wanted 
for Disburſements, they had of the Factory, who 
were afterwards repaid, when Mr. Thorowgood came 
down from Mexico. 
Capt. Cleland being further examined as Comman- 
der of the Royal Prince; 1, What Quantity of Co- 
chineal he brought home not configned to the Com- 
pany, and how he came to break his Orders in that 
Particular; ſaid, that his own was but about 20 Bags 
taken as the Produce of his Priviledge; that ever 


Officer brought home a little; that he alſo brought 
home ſome for the Factors; that if the Committee 
inſiſt, can tell the Quantity to an Ounce he believed 


Mr. Thorowgood might have about twelve Bags, 
Mr, Dolliſe thereabouts, and the Ships Officers ſome. 

Being asked why he did not deliver a regular Ac- 
count of his Stores and Proviſions according to the 
Blank Book deliver'd him by the Committee of 
Shipping tor that Purpoſe ; ſaid, that the Purſer, 
Steward, and others, to whom that was intruſted, 
dying, the Entries were left to the chief Mate, 
whom he depended on for doing it ; but he decei- 
ved him in not doing it; but that he never found 
it out till after his Death that they were expended 
+ acknowledged his Error in not looking better 
after this Account, and asked Pardon. 

As to the Accompt of the Marks and Numbers of 
the Goods delivered out of, or brought into the Ship 


he ſaid that appeared by his Bills of Lading. 


f Capt. Cleland, without Contyadi&ion, might ſafely aſſert what 


be affirms concerning the Delivery of his Stores and Proviſions ; all the 


Officers of the Ship ro whom that Affair Was entruſted being dead, and 
conſequently no one to c nfute iu. 
9 | The 
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The Committee having thus far proceeded in the 


Examination, the Supra-Cargoes were each of them 
called in, and left their Senſes ſhould have been 
wrong taken, their particular Anſwers were read; 
to which they made no Objection. 
Which Minutes having been read, and the Com- 
mittee having fully conſidered of the whole Affair, 
are of Opinion, that the Books, Papers, and Ac- 
compts deliver'd in, do not appear to this Commit- 
tee to be ſuch a particular, regular, or full Account 
of the Diſpoſal of the Cargo, and of their daily 
Tranſactions as they ought to have kept and deli- 
ver'd, purſuant to their Inſtructions. | 


Friday 5th of December, 1728. 
At a Committee of Buying and Accumpts. 


The Committee proceeded on the Examination of 
the Accompts of the Supra-Cargoes of the Roya! 
Prince's ſecond Voyage , and do find in the Ledger 
Folio 38 and 39, a Parcel of Goods were fold to 
Don Morena at 301. per Cent. advance; which Goods, 
if had been charged at the cur- | | 

rent Price, the Supra-Cargoesh Doll. Rs. 

Told at would have amounted( 452039 


ro — 7 — - - — — * 


Whereas they accounting for the 

Goods fold at 30, per Cent. (332629: 4 
the Company is credited for ( — = 
but Re. 


Difference 119409: 4 


+ The Royal Prince had made one Yoyagt to the Spaniſh Weſt- 
ladies before the Near 1720, | 


B 2 Alſo 


—— I 


— — 
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Alſo do find in Folio 41, in the? 
, ſame Ledger, another Parcel 
of Goods fold to ſaid Moreno, | Doll. Rs. 
conſiſting of twenty Sorts at 7 $5795 Eo 
30 per Cent,whereas five Sorts 
of thoſe Goods at the current nt 
7 Price would amount 3 h 
he Com credited for the 
whole wo 22 * 5 5s PAY 


Difference - — - 72952: 1 


1 


Total Diff -- - - 12668: 22 


The Committee likewiſe obſerve, that in the Ac. 
count oſ Charges of Merchandize amounting to 
730,037 Dollars charged by the Supra-Cargoes ; 
there is an Article of 28,424 Dollars, fix Rials ſor 
ſeveral Payments and Disburſements, wherein is 
included 67 35 Dollars, part of the Cargo given as 
Preſents *, but not mentioned to whom; neither 
any Particulars how the remaining 21 ,68g Dol- | 
lars, 6 Rials, were diſpoſed of. | 

'The Committee alſo obſerve, that in the Accor 
of Disburſements amounting to 12,9 74 Dollars, 4Ri- 
als, charged by the Captain, there is an Article of 
7564 Dollars given to {ix Royal Officers, c. + all 
which is over above the Preſents ſent out of England, 


have heard Mr. Thomas Bedell ſay (who was one of the Com- 
pany's chief Factors, ſent abroad in the Tear 171 5). that all the tine 
of his being in New-Spain, he never gave away in Preſents but 1000- 
Dollars, an that was by an Order from the Factory in writing; nd 
on his Return home, the then Direfers reſuſed to allow it, he baui 
Voucher from the Perſon from whom it was given; ſaid, My. Be ell 
told me further, that he made about 75 J. per Cent. of the Eliza- 
beth' s Cargo, and theſe Gentlemen have-accounted to the Company for 
o large Parcel: of Goods ſold at 301. per Ceur, anly. | 
'. + Caps... Cleland. har taken the Liberty of gi uing away 7164 
Dollars to fie Royal Officers, &c. but as be does not mention it Wage 
for the Service of che Company, it moy be preſumed it was for their 
2 of the Pri vate A. 
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amounting 
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given, to the Viceroy, of all which no Particulars 


gwvem 


The Committee alſo obſerve, that in balancing 
the ſeveral Sorts of Goods in the Cargo, there ap- 
pears to the Value of 586 J. 105. 6 d. over accoun- 
red for, and 584 J. 125. ſhort accounted for; which 
may probably be occaſioned: by mixing their own 
private Trade-Goods with the Company's Cargo, 
and by miſtaking the Numbers of the Bales. 
That as to the inexcluding Mr. Pitt out of the 
Supra-Cargo Ship, and of their not complying with 
the Courts Inſtructions, the Committee refer totheir 
Minutes of the roth of Fanuary 1726, adjourned. 


OBSERFATION. 
By the foregoing Minutes the Reader may ſee 
how prejudicial the illicit and unwarrantable Fran- 
ſactions of the Company's firſt Supra-Cargoes have 
been to the King of Spain, as well as the Company 
(he being interefted one fourth Part in the Trade) 
and that not only by their breaking thro' the mot. 
material Articles of their Inſtructions, but by ſquan- 
dering away the Company's Money in large Pre- 
ſents, they don't ſay to whom, and in making grea- 
ter Disburſements of which they give no Particu- 
lars: But what Reaſons might induce the Commit- 
tee to make ſo favourable a Report of their Con- 
duct, or what Views the Court of Directors might 


have in ſending Meſſieurs Dolliſ and Clelund à ſe- 


cond Time Supra-Cargoes in their Service I do not 
preſume to mention, bur take leave to offer to the 
Reader's ſerious Conſideration, the following Que- 
ries,, Viz. | 


9very 1. Whether Meſſieurs Thorowgood, Dollife, 
and Cleland, have accounted to the Company for 


the 126,681 Dollars, 5 Rials, for the two Parcels of 


Goods fold to Don Moreno at 307. per Cent. Profit, 
when the current Price of Goods was 50 J. pen Cen. 


Overv 
* lf 


3 


| 
' 
. 
i 
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. 


1s The Hiſtory of the late Directors 
. Query 2. Whether Meſſieurs Thorowgood, Dollife 
aud Cleland, did not ſell the two Parcels of Goods 


to Don Moreno at 501. per Cent. Profit, and charge 


them ſold but at 3o 7. 

Very 3. Whether they ought not to refund the 
6735 Dollars, part of the Cargo they gave away 
in Preſents without any Power or Authority, and 
whether they have ſatisfied the Court of Directors 
of the Particulars how the remaining 21,689 Dol- 
lars, 6 Rials, were diſpoſed of. | 

Query 4. Whether the 7564 Dollars Capt. Cle- 
land gave to the fix Royal Officers, was for the 
Service of the Company or private Trade. 

Very 5. Whether Meſſieurs Thorowgood, Dollife 
and Cleland, did actually diſpoſe of 14,299 Dollars 


in Preſents, or make a falſe Charge on the Company. 


Query 6. Whether they have made Reparation to 
the Executors of Mr. Pitt, for the Loſs he ſuſtained 
by their concealing from him the Court's Inſtructi- 
ons, and excluding him out of the Supra-Cargo Ship. 


_ Having laid open the irregular and unwarranta- 
ble Tranſactions of Meſſieurs Thorowgood, Dolliffe 


and Cleland, I now proceed to give an Account of 


the Conduct of Meſſieurs Bumꝑſtead and Canham, two 
of the Company's next Supra-Cargoes, who failed 
for Cartagena and Porto Bello, in the Ship Royal 
George, about January 1723. (Meſſieurs Bacheler 
and Tutt, the other two Supra-Cargoes, dying in 
the Voyage, both with Reſpect to their taking on 
board the Royal George 150 Tons of Goods at 
St. Chriftopher's for private Trade, their procuring 


the Condemnation of the ſaid Ship at Antegoa, and 


of their being ſcreen'd from the Law-Suit which 
was commenced againſt them on that Account, v/z. 
Meſſieurs Bumꝑſted and Canbam being arrived at 
the reſpective Ports in the Spaniſh Weft-Indies, and 
having diſpoſed of the Cargo, a little before their 
Departure for England, Mr. Bumpftead, contrary to 
the Opinion of all the Officers of the Ship, * 
the 
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| Royal George to be hoye down, which did her much 
Damage by ſtraining her, which looks as if he had 
ſome View in ſo doing, ſeeing in her Voyage home, 
on ſome Pretence, that the Stern-Poſt moved, and 
that ſhe was not a tight Ship, they quitted her, and 
ſhipp'd themſelves with the Company's Treafure on 
board the Kingſale Man of War, Capt. Girlington *, 
and obliged the Commander, Capt. Phillips, to 
bear away with her for Antegoa, where they pro- 
cured her Condemnation, much againſt the Con- 
ſent of all the Officers on board, which will be ſeen 
by ſeveral Extracts of Letters and Minutes a little 
farther, relating to this Affair. | | 
his Tranſaction of Meſſieurs Bympfed and Can- 
ham's, made ſo much Noiſe on the Royal-Exchange 
by Gentlemen of the Infurance-Offices F,' as well as 
others, —.— being ſuch vaſt Sums of Money taken 
up on Bottomree ) that ſoon after their Arrival 
home, of Neceſſity it obliged the Court of Directors 
to appoint a Committee to enquire into this Affair; 
which was accordingly done, all their Proceedings 
in this Matter being kept with the utmoſt Secrecy. 


Capt. Girlington demanded #bout Goo I. Sterling for bring. 
ing home the Company's Treaſure, and detained ſeveral Cheſts of Sil- 
er on board his Ship "till he was ſatisfied. | 

+ The Gentlemen of the London Inſurance-Office, applied to the 
Court of Directors, that a proper Perſon with a Veſſel ſufficiently 
mann d might be diſpatch'd to Antegoa to bring home the Royal 
George, which was agreed to; and accerdiugly Mr. Bird, the 
Company's Builder, was appointed with proper Inſtruct ion: for that 
Parpoſe, who on his Return back made Report to the Court, That ſhe 
Was in à bad Condition, aud that it was no ways practicable to at- 
tempt the bringing her home, or to that Effe#: Upon which, the Gen- 
tlemen of the Inſurance-Office mann'd out a Veſſel with a chilful Per- 
| ſon, at their own Charge, who brought her ſafe to England; after - 
which, I myſelf ſaw her in the Company's Dock at Deptford, and 
was told, that her Bottom was as ſound as any Ship's there, though 
ſhe had lain at Antegoa ſeveral Mont ht expoſed to all Weathers : 
1 don't mean this any ways as a Reflection on My. Bird's Capacity, 
mr being privy to any private Orders be might have from ſome Cen- 
 Hlemen'in the Direction te (gave her behind im. 


Extract 
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Extrait of a Litter cum M. John Griffith, ove of 


the Mates of the Royal George to Capt. Jones, 
one of the Diretters, dated in Engliſh Harbour 
at Antegoa, the 26th of December 1726. 


Ahe firſt of December we got into Engiih Har- 
* bour on the Iſland of Antegoo; the ſecond, dirro, 
Mr. Bunpfed ſent a Letter on board by the Cap- 


ce tain, intimating our Opinions, whether or no the 
Ship was in a Poſture of performing her Voyage 
e to England; we all gave our Opinions that with a 
« thorough repair was fit, and all the Officers were 
« deſirous to go in her: But he ſaid, whether or no 
« we gave our Conſents, he would condemn her *. 


I have been told by one Mr. Elton Lewis, belonging to a Mer- 

chant Ship called the Eſſex, who was at Antegoa the Time the Royal 
George was redeemed, and was privy to the whole Affairs that 
Mr. Bumpſted, when he came on Shore, ſolicited Capt. Girlington, 
of the Kingſale Man of War, to ſend proper Perſons. on Board the 
Royal George to take a-Survey ; upon which the Captain acked him 


for what Reaſon he would have her furyeyed 3. Mr. Bumpſted repiy d, 


in order to have her condemned, for that he thought it was not ſafe to 
carry her to England. Says the Captain to him again, if that is your 
intention, I' find you Men enough that ſhall condemm ber; and ſoon 
after that, ordered the Carpenter of his own Ship and Crew, the 
Carpenters and their Crews of ſeveral Merchant Ships that lay in that 


Road, t6 gy on Board the Royal George, and take 4 Survey, which 


they did, and not long after ſhe was condemned; tho" Mr. Lewis told 
me, that it was the Opinion of Capt. Girlington, that the Royal 
George, was better capable of proceeding to England with the Com- 
pauy's Treaſure than his own Ship, but could not learn what the 
Condemnation coſt Mr. Bumpſted, but believes no ſmall Sum. 
Mr. Lewis alſo told me, that after the Royal George way con- 
demned, ſhe was laid on a Rock on her Middle, and all her Ballaſt. 
trimm d afore and aft, which was enough to diſable the beſt Ship chat 
ever was built: after which ber Iron- work was drawn from ber fare 
and aft Parts, and that ſhe was almoſt diſſetfed one Joint from ano- 
ther; which plainly ſhews the Villany intended. ng wn a 
Mr. Lewis told me further, that My. Bumpſted kept open Houſe 
at Antegoa three er four Days in a Week for all Comers and Goers, 
with Muſick and Dancing, fuch Doings having never been ſeen in that 
1/tand before. I ſaid Mr. Lewis, who declared all this, is now 
living, and willing to mate Oath of the Truth thereof, if required. 
| : e which 
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te which Reaſon has been given us all the Yay 

e without the Conſent of the Officers; for it wagthe 
« ſame thing at Porto-Bello, when we told him the 
* Conſequence'of it, and likewiſe the Ship being 
« very tight did not make an Inch of t = | 
« eighteen Months*” He ſaid it did not ſignify 

* thing, he would havea'cleat Ship, which ok cov'd 
“ the Ruin of the Ship; the Reaſons of which is 

& too long to relate in this fall Compaſs.” 

The 7th of December here came a Notary Publick' 
on board with our ſecond Supra-Cargo, Mr. Canbam, 
&« with a Form of a Proteſt to indemnify them from 
& ourbearing away ; we made ſeyeral Obſtacles, and 
made them ſcratch ſeveral Articles out; ſo "that 
«© Mr. Canham, ſecond Supra Cargo, ſaid, Gentlemen, 
you may depend upon it, you ſhall never be em- 

& ployed in the Company's Service again; Iam of 
« Opinion when the Company comes to hear of the 
„ whole Affair, they will not ſend any more Supra- 
Cargoes. This is a fine Affair to relate, that OM- 
* cers to be three Yeats in their Service, and to have 
* ſuch Encouragement for carrying their Goods from 


« St. Chriſtophers*, and lying upon Bales, to be 
« threatened afrer this manner. 


Extract of a Letter from Nr. Scott the cœpes- 
ter of the Royal George, to his Wife, dated 
at Antegoa the 23dof December, 1726. 


WW Ehave had avery troubleſome Fatigue for Capt. 
Phillips and myſelf, Capt. Phillips can do nothing 


rr Bum pff ed's Order f. which makes him = 


* The; of thes Letter to unn Jones yard hems cher 
Mr. Bump tet did tale in G — — 


hers; and as to the 
8 ich was about 15 0 Tons thet i500 e by 1 
ute the firſt, ſecond, and third Mate | 
tahen beſere a Committee at the . ash, 
davits are wow in Hhe Serretary Office, if no# deſtroyed. 
+ Mr. Bumpſted, whilft Abroad, not centenlint „nel * 
the Title of Chief Sura · Cargo, ſtyled bimſetf Dire ger: Genera- 
Yor the Affairs of the Aſſie nto. 


very 
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very uneaſy: Capt. Phillips is a very good Com- 


mander if he could have done as he would. 


8 Monday, 27 Tebruary, 1726. 
At a Committee to enquire into t Affairs of 
P _ the Royal George. | 


Mr. French, Surgeon's Mate of the Royal George, 


ſays, that Captain Waring * commanded as much as 


Captain Phillips. oy | 

That Mr. Utber, Chief Mate of the Royal! George , 
ſtood out to the laſt againſt condemning her. 

That the Generality were of Opinion that ſhe was 
capable of proceeding home, and the Crew were in 
a Conſternation at hearing the contrary. 

Weſt the Carpenter's Mate, being examined, ſaid 
the Ship was hove down at Porto-Bello againſt the 
Opinion of all but Mr. Bampſted, that ſhe was ſtrain- 


ed by the heaving down. 


At a Committee of the Royal George, the 27th 
ef Ottober 1727. 


Meſſieurs Bumſted and Canham ) Dollars. 
acknowledge to have in their> 7056 
Hands —— | | 

In adding the Sums ſaid to be 

Expences miſcaſt, to the Pre- > 5090 

judice of the Campany. | 


Captain Waring was Commander of one of the Company's 
Sloops in thoſe Parts, who quitted his Veſſel, and went with Mr. 


Bumpſted to Antegoa; and was, as I have heard, very ative in 
the Condemnat ion of the Royal George, ſor which (as @ Blind) 
was diſmiſſed the Company's Service, but ſoon taken into Favour 
again, but has lately been render d incapable of ſerving the 

2 Geraldino the 
King of ag Director, for landing Silver and other Geods at 


Portſmouth from the. Havanna, not belonging to the Company. 


+ Mr. Utber being ſo ſtrenuous againſt the Condemnation of 
the Royal George, was never after ward employed in the 
Company's Service. | 3 
EO They 
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They had of the Cartagena Fac-) Dollar. 
tory, not included in the ſaid 40ũ000 

Account . 


Total 16056 Dollars. 


Ln —] 


At a Committee of the Royal George, the 19th 
of December, 1727. | 


A Letter from Mr. Bumpfted of the 15th Inſtant, in 
Antwer to one wrote him by Order of the Committee 
the 12th Inſtant, in relation to the ſixteen thouſand and 
odd Pieces of Eight in his Hands was read, and the 
Committee were adviſed by Mr. North * to apply 
to the Court of Chancery at a proper time to have the 
Money brought into Court, and paid out to the 
Company, on giving the Security to abide the Order 
of Court, | 


At a Court of Directors, Friday 20th of De- 


cember 1728. | 


The Sub-Governor repeated his Exhortations to 
the Court, well to conſider the Affair of laying open 
ina Court of Chancery Mr. Bumpſted's private Trade, 
+ Than it was a Thing of very dangerous Conſequence 
to the Company, with Regard to the Court of Spain, 
and that the Company might come at the Knowledge 


* Mr. North of Merchant - Taylor's-Hall, he Company's Sollici- 
tor in this Suit. | | 

+ The Sub-Governor here acknowledges Mr. Bumpſted did car- 
ry on @ private Trade, tho in the Company's Anſwer to one of 
the Heads of Complaint of the Court of Spain intended to be 
exhibited again f the Company at the Congreſs of Soiſſons 
(Page 42.) the Company utterly deny the Exerciſe $4 any pri- 
vate Trade, and ſay if ſuch a Thing bas been tranſatted, it is 
unknown to them. . 

*The Sub- Governor ſeemi vety unwil ling that the private Trade 


ſhould ci me to the Cnomledge of the Court of Spain thro' ſuch a 


Channel as Mr. Bumpſted's Proſedution; but that Court is pretry 

well ſatisfied in that Affair, as N the following Heads 

J Complain againſt the Court 2 pain. «Fa 
l bY | 
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| T the private Trade, without a publick Enquiry.—. 
That the firſt Deſign wast to Nose on the Harm 
nation. 


„ 


A copy af a fatter from. Mr. Bumpſted to the 
Court of * * the ay of Py 
1728. ERR 


: \ 7 21 


Gentlemen, .” 

« W 7 E N you were 9 to 5 prefer a Bill a- 
ac ainſt me in Chancery, Ianſwered to it as 
et far as 10 able pleaded indeed to Part of it, to 
Which I was indceed from an Apprehenſion that an 
e Anſwer might be attended with very fatal Confe- 
e quences to the Company's Affairs, more than any 
other Motive, the Lore Chancellor having over- ruled 
4 this Plea, 1 find myſelf under the ſame Difliculries, 
t and think T ſhould be wanting in that Zeal Thave 
« always, and do ſtill profeſs for the Company's 


<< [ntereſt, if I did not on this Occaſion apply to you 


* for your Phoughts, whether there may not he fome 
* other way of proceeding found out, at leaſt equally 
if nat more ſatisfactory tothe Company, as well as 
&© to, Gentlemen, * 
Your moſt faitbfut 
Humble Servant, 


William Bumpfted 


4. a Committee of Correſpondence, 22 wh 
1 January, 1728. 


The Committe having read and confider's. Mr. 
_Bumpſted's Letter refer'd by the Court the roth Inſtant; 
and alſo another Letter receiv'd from him of this. Day's 
Pate +; wherein he propoſes to refer the Diſputes — 
at preſent ſubfiſt betwen the Court oſ Diretors and 
himſelf to Arbitration, the Committee are of Opinion 
not to a the faid Propofal. | 


12 Court, 24th Rar, 
14 It b and agreed FOe.. „ 


2 The Letter of the 224 of January „ cam: to my Sight, 4 
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A Cot; of 4 Letter from Mr .Bumpſted to be Court g 
Bucks, dated the #306 February, "3928: & 


= \ S 


Honourable Siys, | 
« | F Aving been. informed that your Henqurs 
cc were pleaſed by a Votę of yeur Courtto: re- 
« je& my Application for determining the Ditputes 
te between, us by an amicahle Arbitration, and thas 
* you would not deliberate oa my Prapatal: for fo 
* thort a Time as a Month, Tadviſed wich my Counts 
& cl what was fit for me to de in this Caſe: whole 
© Ad ice I have followed by appealing to chę Houte 
te of Lords, more for the Sake of the Company's 
& Service, than from any Apprehenſion ef matecial 
& Injury to my felt, by anſwering as by the Decree of 
« my Lord Chancellor I am ordered; but a I am 
c told the Hearing my Appeal may be attended with 
«© Conſequences very dilagreable to the Company's 
<« Intereſt, * I am greetly concerned, and ſhall be 
« deſirous to prevent the ſame by withdrawing it, and 
e conſidering the nature of the Caſe, I ſubmit my ſelf 
„ wholly to your Honoyrs, to deal with me on this 
& Occaſion as you ſee moſt prudent and fit; either 
to anſwer when jt may be a more proper Time, or 
amicable to end all Differences by a Reference. I 


* 


* 


* 


cc 
* 


** 


am, honourable Sirs, | D 
| | Fur moſt faithful” 
humble Servant, 


| 3 William Bumpſted. 
* The di ſagrecable Conſequences that might attend the Com- 
pany's Intereſt by the hearing My. Bumpſted's Appeal (bytwhith 


perhaps he meant the laying open his illicit Trade, and expoſing 


the Concerned with him) no daubt he communicated to ſome of 
the Dizeftirs,ſeeiug the Court gade th ir Attorney leave ĩd with- 
draw it the Day O'S : But be that as it will, 2 mw 
"Foregozng Letters. of Mr. Bumpited appear to me not to be 0 

1 nd; ting, the Sole of them no MVν,DdoOorreſtan ding with 


his own z 


thoſe former (y wrote by bim to the Court of Direttors when. A- 


broad in their Service; for Furry well remember à Paragraph in 
ane of his. Dae 


- Dennis, a Fader at Panama, 
which {he Court could not underſtand; upon which the Secye- 
tary was ordered to write to him to come and explain himſelf 
before the Committee, 


IE Gn oh > marr 
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At a Court of DireBtors the 14 rath of February, 
1728. 


The Order of the right honourable the House ot 


Lords was read ,requiring the Company to putin their 


Anſwer tothe Appeal from the late Order of the Court 
of Chancery, in che Cauſe wherein the Company are 


Plaintiffs, and the Appellant and others Defendants 


on or before the 18th Inſtant. 
- A Letter from Mr Bumpſted of the 13th Inſtant, 
offering to withdraw his Appeal, and ſubmitring to 


— — to deal with him on this Occaſion as the 


ent and fit, either to Anſwer when it 


me —— a more proper Time, or amicably to end all 


erences by reference, being alſo read. 
The Company's Anſwer ſign'd by the Attorney - 
General to the aforeſaid FI "_ alſo read, 


Order d 
That the Committee of Treaſury * che Com- 
pany's Seal to the ſaid Anſwer. 


f Order d, | 

That Mr. North take Care the ſaid e be de- 
liver'd-on Tucſday next, provided the Appeal be not 
ſooner withdrawn, and that (if neceſſary) he may conſent 
on the Company's Part to the withdrawing the ſame, 


and Mr. North was call'd in and acquainted there · 
with, the Anſwer being deliver'd him. | 


4 4 Court of Directors, 21 Feb, 1 728, 
The Minutes of the Joynt Committee for the Royal 


| — and Law-Suits of the 18th Inſtant; impor- 

ting Mr. North's having ſign'd on the Part of the 
Company, Mr. Bumpſted's Petition to the Houſe of 
Lords for dif —_— his Appeal were read ang agreed 


50," 0 
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Mr. Bumpſted's Appeal to the Houſe of Lords being 
withdrawn, it was agreed on betwixt the Court of 
Directors and himſelf to leave his Conduct to Refer- 
ence; and about Auguſt, 1729. four Arbitrators were 
appointed, all of them Directors, viz. Thomas Couſ- 
lad, Eſq; and the preſent Deputy-Governor, Joby 
Briſtow, Eq; on the part of Mr. Bumpſted, and Gabriel 
Rober and William Bowes, Eſqrs; on Behalf of the 
Company; who after ſeveral Meetings came to a 
Reſolution, but inſtead of inſiſting on Satisfaction 
from Mr. Bumpſted for the Damage the Company 
ſuſtained by his carrying the Royal George to Antegoa, 
and getting her condemned, and taking on board the 
ſaid Ship at St. Chriſtophers, in his Paſſage to the Meſt- 
Indies, 150 Tuns of Goods for illicit Trade, they 
awarded him and Mr. Canbam 31701. odd Shillings. 

* But the Arbitrators on the Part of the Company 
were but juſtenter'd into the Direction, and could 
not poſſibly know much of the Affair, ſo may very 


= well be cxcuſed for conſenting to an Arbitrament ſo 


3 much in Favour of Mr. Bumpfted, and Prejudice of 
the Proprietors. - | 


Mr. Bumpſted, by this ſurprizing Award, being 
skreened from his Proſecution, ſoon after. had the 
Honour to marry Sir John Eyles's Daughter, and 
is (as I have been informed) poſſeſſed of a great 
Eſtate in Oxfordſpire, and another in Warwickſhire 
at which laſt he reſides, and lives in great Pomp and 
Splendor; and it may be obſerved, that tho the 
Proprietors have been backward in purchaſing Eſtates 
for themſelves, their Directors have procured thoſe 
that have done it for them, 


I ſhall not make any Obſervations on the forego- 
ing Conduct of Mr. Bumꝑſted, but refer the Rea- 
der to the following Queries : viz, 


* I ntver heard that Meſſieurs Bumpſted and Canham ever 
paid the Company the 16056 Dollars of the Company's Money in 
> 2 but perhaps that might be forgiven them in the 


Query 


54 T Tepe Guns e Dirocloro 


1 Wutether there is not great Room to ſu 
. were fuch veſt Sums talen up 05 
otto mer) that the Condemnation of the Royal George 
was Hot doncetted betw iet Mr. Bu el and fome 
others Veore he failed from England 


2. Whether the Expence Mr. — put 
che to. in procuring the Condenination of 


the Rogal George, did not amount to more og, 
than the building of rhe New Saxcti- Sea- Houſe ! 


3. Tho' Mr. Bun pfod has been clearedfro om 


ery 
kis illicit Tranſactions by an Award df the late Di- 


rectors, whether * is not ſtill lyeble to mother Pro- | 


tecution ? 


3 now to exhibit ſeveral n * 


mitted by the Company's Factors Abroad, to the Pre- 
judiee of the Proprietors, which the Directors them- 


ſelves have been well acquainted with as may be teen 
by the following Minutes of the Committee of Cor- 


reſpondence: But for what Views ſuch Factors have 
been ſcreen'dand ſent Abroad again, Idare not affirm; 
but preſume, the Reader, with a little Conſideration, 
need not de at a Loſs to find out. The Confeſſion of 
one of them ſigaed by his own Hand i Is as under, VIZ, 


Copy of a private Letter from Mr. Thomas 
Blechynden, one of the Company's: Fattors 


at Porto-Bello, to Sir John 8 . 


March the 25th, 1725. 


Y YHE Misfortune I have of having been repre⸗ 
«& A ſented to you in the worſt and blackeſt colours, 
e would be ſufficient to deter me from preſuming to 
© write to you; if I did hot Know at the ſame time 
t your Goodneſs and Readineſs to pardon one who 
&« has beenguilty of Follys, Errors, andInadvertencies, 


$6 the! not to that N Enemies have 2 me 
2 Q1 out 
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* out; as I don't go about to vindicate myſelf in 
any Reſpect, I ſhall not give you the Trouble of a 
particular Defence to the ſeveral Crimes I am 
* charg'd with; on the contrary, do own myſelf 
* guilty of many Things contrary to my Obligations 
* to the honourable Company; tho' at the ſame 
“ Time, I cannot help ſaying, that my Youth, want 
* of Experience, and the powerful Example of my 
% Repreſenters to you *, carried me into thoſe Mea- 
& ſures I am now aſhamed of, more than any natu- 
C ral Inclination to diſhoneſty or wronging the 
«© Company; I can with Truth aſſure you, I have 
“ not done any guilty Action as a Servant of a 
« Company, into which they did not perſuade me, 
& and alſo ſhared in the Profits with me; either 
« as to the illicit Introductions of Negroes, and of 
& Goods. The Indulto was taken out at Porro- 
e Bello by Meſſieurs Swartz and Fohnſon, ſome 
& Months before I knew of it, and the buying 


„ Slaves on the Coaſt was concerted between us, 
to which they fomented and encouraged me; the 


* 200 Dollars we got by the ſaid Indulto were equal- 
* ſy ſhared between us, of which Mr. Zohnſon had 
© his Share before he ſet out for London; if there 
*« was any greater Sum then got, it was unknown to 
e me: the Difference between them two and me 
“ conſiſted in this; that I gave them a Share in all 
t that was got at Porto-Bello, and that they gave me 
“ none of what Money they wrong'd your Honour 


© of at Panama, by the moſt ſcandalous Indulto that 


«ever was opened in that Country +, and by the 
* worſt bargain and moſt injurious to the Compan 

tc that ever was made; I mean the great Sale of 
«& 326000 Pieces of Eight, to ſome Lima Gentlemen, 


* whereby they appear to have defrauded the Com- 


pany of above 80,000 Pieces of Eight; I beg you 


_ *. Meſeurs Swartz and Johnſon, bis Fellow Factors at Panama 

wy Porto-Bello. N At 

 T By opening this Indulto at Panama, very probably they wronged 

the Company of a much Money or more than that opened at Porto-Bello. 
5 E « will 


26 The Hiſtory of the late Directors | 
* will have the Goodneſs to believe I don't tell you 
&* of theſe Faults to recriminate, but out of a ſin- 
& cere and real Conviction of the Wrong and In- 
* juſtice done the Company, and, if poſſible, to 
make Amends for the Share I acted in them by 

* the Encouragement of others; As to my Car- 
* riage and Behaviour in my private Dealing, I 
I thank God all that know me will vindicate me 
from the vile and falſe Informations ſent againſt 
* me to you, and will fay I am incapable of being 
* ouilty of them, both in regard to the 17000 
& Pieces ſeized at Porto-Bello * of Meſſieurs Swartz's 
* and Jobnſon's Money, and that charged on me 
* by them in a Council at Panama, Þebrnary 1724. 
If I was writing to any one but you, Sir, to 
* whom I owe ſo much Reſpect, I could not con- 
« tzin myſelf within the Bounds of Decency in 
« writing on à Subject which touches my Credit 
and Reputation ſo much; and when the Falſe- # 
* neſs and Malice of my Enemies appear lo plainly, 
* it would be tiring your Goodneſs and Patience 
* too much to enter into the vindicating my In- 
« nocency in theſe Particulars laſt mentioned, and 
therefore ſhall only ſay, that Mr. Bumpfted has | 
& inquired into them with great Care and Exact- 
« nels, and has formed my Defence ſo good, ſtrong, 
* and clear, that he has done me the Juſtice to be- 
« lieve me Innocent: * of which I hope he will have 
ce the Goodneſs to inform you, Sir, and the Court. 


* Probably that was Money unquintatated ; that is, had not paid 
the King of Spain's Duty when put on board 8 Veſſel for England, 
and ſo liable to Seizure, © | fares 
T The Factors at Panama and Porto-Bello being at Variance one 
- with another, Mr. Bumpſted bad a Power given him under the Com- 
pany's Seal to confirm or difplace whom he thought proper after Eu- 
_ quiry into their Condutt,>ſo: (very probable) theſe Factors that mag: 
Mr. Bumpſted the greateſt Preſents were the fitteſt Perſons to ſerve 
the Company ; for it bus been a Cuſtom for junior Factors, when any 
Chief over them was ſent from England to make him Preſents, as 
appears by the Minute of Correſpondent, Page 34. where Blechyn- 
den acknowledges-be gave Mr, Denniſs (who was ſent Chief Tactor) 
to ive Value ef 1200 Dollars at his firſt coming over. 
„e 


— 
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Would to God I could as eaſily and truly vin- 
ﬆ* dicate myſelf from the Guilt, which affociating ' 
« with; Meſſ. Swartz and Fohnſon, has brought 
* upon me: But as that is impoſſible, and that a 
« ſi ncere Sorrow, with the ſtrongeſt and moſt ho- 
c neſt Reſolutions to ſerve the Company tor the 
« future, is the only Satis faction in my Power to 
c make for what I have done amiſs; give me 
e leave, Sir, moſt humbly to throw mytelf on your 
** Goodneſs, and beg your Protection, at the ſame 


c time that I ſo much need and implore your Par- 
4 don. | 


« [ ownlI have no other Dependance nor Hopes 
© But in that univerſal Benevolence you ſhew the 


 * unhappy and diſtreffed, without which ] muſt be 


« undone in my Fame and Fortune, and expoſed 
ce to all the Effects of the Malice and Prejudice the 
evil Tongues of my Enemies can bring on me; I 
* cannot flatter myſelf of the Hopes of being im- 
« mediately eſtabliſhed in your goodOpinion of me, 
ce but it ſhall be my Study, that my future Actions 
s* ſhall be directed to the obtaining thatHappineſs.” 


T. Blechynden. 


oo BS ER VAT TO N. 


Theſe notorious Facts whch Mr. Blechyaden al- 
ledges againſt Swarrz and Jobnſon in this private 
Letter to Sir Jobn Eyles, & are confirmed by the 


following Minutes; and as to the great Sale of 


Goods to ſome Lima Gentlemen, wherein Mr. 


Blechynden in his ſaid Letter charges them to have 


defrauded the Company of above 80, ooo Dollars, 
is alſo confirmed by one Mr. Zoſbua Harwood, a 


'Book-keeper at Panama and Porto-Bello F actory, 


in his Narrative of their Tranſactions, dated De- 


bat Sir John Eyles had a private Correſpondence wik e 
Factors is very evident, there being forty or fifty mere Lettefs on 


but Fad wot Tims 10 peraſe them.” 
| 7 | cember 


pri vate Aﬀairs ; beſides this of Mr. Blechynden's in my Cu tod. 
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cember 5, 1734. brought home by Mr. Bumpfed, 
wherein he declares the Names of the Gentlmen 
who bought the ſaid Goods, viz. Den F acob Oſorid, N 
Don Juan de Berio, DonMaetin Zaylayete, Don Pedro f 
Carpentero, and Don Foſeph Ochoa : He alſo ſays, 
that the Goods were ſold at 12 or 18 Months Cre- 
dit without any Security from either, only their 
own Bonds, and that Du Juan de Berio confeſſed a 
large Preſent, but he could not learn how much: 
Said Harwood alſo declares he had to the Value of 
100 Piſtols for writing out the Account, Mr. Zohn- 
ſon telling him they were Men of Honour. | 
Mr. Fiarwood in another Part of his Narrative 
gives an Account of another fraudulent Sale made 
by Johnſon, which I take from his own Words in 
the ſaid Narrative, viz. * 


ee mA: > a 
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Dan Juan de Baptiffa Belguinza offered Money 
« for Negroes and Goods, which laſt was fold at- 
* terwards for 1eſs Money: He aſſured me he 
* could not adjuſt with Zohrſon, becauſe he inſiſted 
* upon zo per Cent. Intereſt : Afterward, Don Va- 
« Jentine de Aguilar, a Gentleman from Lima, 
* (Zohnſon was then ſick) went up to Zobnſon, af- 
* terwards came down to me, and told me Jobn- 
© fon was to hard, and beliey'd ſhould not agree 
„ with him for Negroes or Goods. I ask'd the p2 
© Reaſon, he ſaid he inſiſted on Ready-caſh, and ta 
* 5000 Dollars Regalio; which * if he would give, Pe 
the Negroes and Goods ſhould go at an eaſy 20 
& Rate. Aguilar came ſome time after to the Fac- an 
- *tory, and was with Mr. Zohnſon in private ha 
* Zohnſon ſent for me up, and before Aguilar, told WW VE 
me he had agreed for all the Negroes in Togay, M 
c at 250 Dollars, which were the ſame Be/guinza, WF 4 
© offer 'd for.” | ny 
* This Mr. Johnſon was cleared from ſuch Tranſations as theſe, 


and which Mr. Blechynden charges him with in his private Let- 
ter to Sir John Eyles, Page 28. at # Committee of Correſpondence 


the 8th of Au 1728, Page 34. 
e 84h of Auguſt, 1728, Pag Wedneſday 


* 
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Wedneſday, 17 July, 1728. a 
At a Committee of Correſpondenoe and Fattories, 


The Committee having gone thro' the whole 
Examination of Swartz and Fohnſon, relating to 
the Complaint againſt them, collected from all the 
Correſpondence, the Court have had Article by Ar- 
ticle; in all which they have either given and pro- 
duced living or other Evidence that abſolutely 
clears their Characters of ſome Articles, or fuck 
circumſtantial Accounts and original Letters rela- 
ting to many other Tranſactions in charge againſt 
them, as fatisfy the Committee that they do no 
ways deſerve the cenſure of the Court, or any 
Diſapprobation of their Conduct whilſt Abroad in 


the Company's Service. 


25 July, 1728. this Minute 
excepted this Day, W. S. 


| Wedneſday, 24 Juh, 1728. 


A4 Joint Committee of Correſpondence aud 


hk ad _ ke. Dal. Ard LA 
* 


| Fauctories. 

Mr. Bleychenden was called in and examined, and 
particularly whether there was no Sum of Mone 
taken by the Factors for opening the Indulto at 
Porto-Bello; anſwered, that there was a Sum of 
2000 Pieces of Eight given by Don Juan de Ochoa, 
and that himfelt, Mr. Swartz, and Mr. Tobnſon, 
had their Shares; that himſelf, Blechynden, recei- 
ved his part of the 2000 Pieces of Eight from 
Mr, Swartz. ' N 

Swartz and Zohnſon be ing preſent, abſolutely de- 


ny 'd their knowing any thing of the ſaid 2000 Pieces 


of Eight *, or that they received any part thereof. 


* This Charge of Bleychenden' fh Swartz and Johnſon deny 
knowing any thing of the Matter) is confirmed in his private Letter 
to Sir John Eyles, p. 29. | EN ; 

Swartz 


30> The,Hiſtory of the late Direitn;'s 
_._ Swartz ſaid that he oppoſed the ſaid Indulto, and 
| that he was ſick in Bed the whole Time, | 
| Blecbynden alſo alledges, that the Indulto at Pa. 
| nama was kept open three Weeks or a Month, much 
to the Diſreputation of Swartz and Jobnſon, and 
| - to the Company's Prejudice. D | 
' Blerhynden being asked if he knew any thing of 
the Factors buying Negroes on the Coaſt, an- 
 Twered, That himſelf, in concert with Swartz and 
Jobnſon, and the Royal Officers, bought a Parcel 
of 90 or 100, and referr'd for Truth to Capt. Cot- 
| terel x, who is now coming home and knew the 
* Fact, that each had their Share, there being divi- 
| ded 12 or 1400 Dollars a-piece ; that Swartz bought 
the ſaid Negroes of Corterel, and made the Con- 
tract, to which Jobnſon was not privy till after- 
warde, and ſaid this was the only Pareel bought in 
concert; that he has a Paper of Fohnſon's own 
Hand-writing, where this Matter was made up. | 
Mr. Blechynden being asked, whether he ever | 
made Mr. Denniſs any Preſent at his firſt coming 
over; anſwered, That he did to the Value of 1000 | 
Dollars: To which Mr. Denniſs being examin'd, 
only gave in ſome few Trifles of a very inconſi- 
derable Value, and Meffieurs Swartz and Jobnſon 
abſolutely deny'd their being concerned in the a- 
foreſaid Joint-Bargain of Negroes bought on the 
Coaſt, or having received any Money on that 
| | Account. 5 . | U. 
Mr. Jobhnſon being asked, whether he ever gave 
| to, or received from Mr. Denuis, any Preſents ; 
| anſwer'd in the Negative. 


— — 
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* Capt. Cotterel, Commander of one of his Majeſty's Ships of Wat 
then in thoſe Parts. | | 
f This Joint=Bargain of Negroes is alſo confirmed in Mr. Ble- 
' chyden's private Letter to Sir John Eyles, page 28. 
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Pig: Thurſday, Augwft 1, ras 70h. ci: 


- 


At a Jaiut-Gommittee for Correſpondence aud 
RT al FatFories. 3 

The Committe having in purſuance of a former 
Reference of the Court, examined into the Con- 
duct of Mr. Swartz at the Factory of Panama and 


Porto- Bello, from the time of his Arrival, and of 
Mr. Fohnſon from that time to the time of Depar- 


ture from thence for England, by Order and Con- 
ſent of the Factory for the Company's Service, and 
having carefully collected all the Matt ers fuggef- 
ted to their Pre judice, Whether verbal or written; 


and after ſeveral Meetings having fully heard em 


thereupon, did make Report to the court of the 
17th of Jul laſt * of their unanimous Opinion. 


gut the Court being inform'd at that time that 


Mr. Blechynden, one of the Factors, at the ſaid 


Places of Porto-Bello and Panama, was arrived from 
Jamaica, and as he was the, principal Accuſer of 


the ſaid two Factors, and Mr.Denniſs to Mr. Bump- 
fed, who had the Company's Authority to exa- 
mine into the Matters of Complaints and Difa- 


greements in the ſaid Factory, the Court being 


deſirous that he ſhould be heard perſonally as to 


the Matters he had laid or could lay in Charge to 


them, ſuſpended agreeing to the faid Opinion of 
this Committe 'till Mr. Blechynden was examined; 
ſince which Mr. Blechyaden has been heard before 
the Committe on this Subject, as well as to the 
Condition and State of the Company's Concerns in 
general; and Mr. Dennisf, Swartz, and Fohnſt1 


have alſo been heard in their own Defence, con- 


cerning all which the Committee will ſoon make a 
full Report; but at preſent confine themſelves eo 


o 0. . ; * | . 
* This Report was excepted againſt by the Court, page 29. 
However, Sir John Eyles by this minute (it being copied ffrow i; 


 Houd-writing) has fouud means to clear Johnſon, the” the Fat, 


elledged are ſo obviouſly proved 03ainft him. 
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what under this ſecond Reference and Examina- 
tion does concern Mr. Tobnſon. 


Mr. Blechynden charged Mt. Zohnſon with being 
concerned jointly with Swartz and himſelf, and 
the Royal Officers at Porto-Bello in a Parcel of Ne- 
groes bought clandeſtinely on the Coaſt, which were 


marked with the. Company's Mark, and ſold, and 


that they ſhared the Profits, Being further queſti- 


on'd as tothe Matter, Mr. Blechynden ſaid and al- 
low'd, that Mr. Fohnſon at the time of this Tranſ- 
action was at Panama, that he knew nothing of it 


till the Affair was all over; and when the Account 


was made up, they let him into a Share of the Pro- 


fits, being about 1400 Dollars each, for fear he 
ſhould inform the Company, or. give them other 


Diſturbance. 7015. 


This Affair whether true or falſe, Mr. Tobnſan 


denied; but admitting it to be true, the Committee 
ſubmit it, whether it be not ſome Mitigation of the 
Offence that he was ignorant of the Fact till it was © 
out of his power to prevent it, and that he could 
not diſcover it when done, without great Inconye- 
. niency to himſelf, and to the Company, by expo- 


ſing the Officers concerned. 

 Mr.Blechyndenfſaid further, that upon opening the 
Indulto at Porto-Bello, Mr. Swartz receiv'd 2000 
Dollars as a reward for it *, that himſelf had one 
third ſhare of it, and that Mr. Zohnſon had alſo a 
third Part, but whether it was paid in Money or 
Account, he could not be certain. Mr. Zohnſon was 
examined to this Charge, and he utterly denies it, 
and ſays he was not at Porto-Bello at the time of 
the opening the Indulto, and knew not of any ſuch 
Reward given, that he had no Share or Conſidera- 


tion in any reſpect on that Account paid him by 
Swartz, or any one elſe. 


4 - 


There were little elſe of new Charge by him made, 


but a repetition of ſeveral Facts alledg'd by him un- 


At Fact of Swartz g reteving 2000 Dollars for opening the In- 
Alte is alſo confirmed by Blechynden's private Letter to Sir John 
Eyles, — . N der 
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der Mr. Bumpſted's Examination, to which Johnſon had 
been heard by the Committee before they had made 


their firſt Report; but Mr. Blechynden deſiring ſome 


Evidences in Mr. Bumpſted's Poſſeſſion might be pro- 


duced, he ſent to the Committee a Narrative delivered 


to him at Cartagena by Mr. Joſhua Harwood a Book- 
keeper at that Factory, employ'd and paid by them- 
ſelves, but no Servant of the Company's, dated De- 
tember 5, 1724. containing the ſeveral Matters that had 
been laid to the Charge of Deaniſs, Swartz, and Fobn- 
ſon, whether by Mr. Darroch, Mr. Blechynden, or 
any other. | TE 

He deliver'd alſo another Paper of Harwood's given 
him at Panama, or Porto-Bello, dated 17 March, 
1724-5, containing ſome Misbehaviours, and which is 
concluded with an Afeveration that the ſaid Paper, 
together with a Declaration deliver'd at Cartagena, 
contained all that he knew or heard of the Tranſactions 
of thoſe Gentlemen. | 


Mr. Bumpſted alſo deliver'd a third Paper, being | 


a Declaration of two free Negroes at Panama, made 
before the Scrivener of that Place and dated 12 May, 
1725, containing in Subſtance, that they ſaw at a Place 
called Guiabal (but they don't remember the Day nor 
Month) two Factors, Swartz and Fobnſon, marking 
about 200 Negroes, that they heard they were illicit 


* Darroch was one of the Company's Factors at Panama; who Mr. 
Bumpſted, an his Arrival, made chief Factor in the Room of Mr. Den- 
niſs ; but the ſaid Darroch ſoon after married a Native of the ſaid 
Country, and fled to Lima with abeut 195,000 Dollars of the Com- 
pany's Money and Effefts, as Mr. Denniſs affirms in a private Letter 
to Sir John Eyles ; the Date of which I don't remember, but his 
Words are th:ſe: * 

BHelieve he was (that is, Darroch) privately a Roman Catholick 
« before he had the Honour to be employed by the South-Sea Company; 
and as to the Preſents and Dowry he made to theWoman he marry d, 
* have been informed by ſeveral Hands he made her Preſents of 


above 15,000 Dollars in Fewels and Slaves, and ſettled en 


« her in Dozry 60,000 Dollars more, and that when he married hz 

e delared himſelf worth 120,000 Piece, of Eight, befides the above 

Suns; that when he came to Panama <vas not worth 100 J. 
N. B. The late Directors never received any of this Money 


from Darroch as I have heard; neither did they ſue or diſturb any 
of his Securities, | 


F | Intro- 
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Introductions, but knew not the Truth; that they 
knew not who bought them, or where they were car- 
ry'd, they being only Paſſengers paſſing that Way. 
To this Mr. "Fubnſen was particularly examined, who 
ſays the Whole is a baſe Falfity ; that he never was 
with Mr. S2rtz there; that the Place is a High- 
Road, where 500 Mules paſs in a Day, and therefore 
the moſt unlikely for ſuch a Tranſaction. 
Mx. Hulchiiſen, another Book-keeper employ*d by 
that Factory was alſo cxamined to this Fact, who 
ſays he never heard of any ſuch Thing; that if it 
were true *tis impoſſibie but he muſt have heard of it, 
and confirms it's being a publick High-Road, as well 
as that cis our of the Way for ſuch Introductions *, 
and therefore impoſſible to be true; and that *tis im- 
oſſible it could be a Secret, for that Tranſactions of 
that Kind are immediately known. 

Mr. Halebinſon being further asked if he had heard 
ofany Offers or indirect Attempts to procure Evidence 
A iat Szwariz and Johnſon, ſaid he had heard fo from 
ch upon which they were called in, and they 
both declar'd they had Reaſon to think ſo, and Swartz 
produc'd a Letter to him dated in Pazama the 3d of 
een 1724. from the Provider of that Place, 
acquainting him wich the baſe Attempts of Darroch 
and Blech nden to procure Witneſſes againſt him, and 
Mr. Johnſen produced a Letter from Har<oed to him, 
dated the 20th of May, 1727. wherein he acquaints 
him that Darroch and Blectynden had uſed the vileſt 
Methods for that Purpoſe. 


Mr. Blechynden fays he ſhall ſoon have the Evi- - 


dence of the C Captain that fold the Negroes, to prove 
the Fact of the Negroes bought on the Coaſt : but as 


much as the ſaid Captain cannot prove the Fact of 


Jobnſou's OE in the Atter-Profit, and as this 


3 — teh inde being about to be choſen the Company's Book-keepe r 


. 
a: Fo Panama and Porto- ello Factory, and to go with ſohnſon, lay 
zander 04 Refttifiens,"' and could not fo freely declare the Truth as 
otherwiſe. he might have dane. — But 1 have heard fince that he 


has ewnid it- Matter of Fac. E 4 
| preſent 
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preſent Report has immediate Relation to his Conduct 
only, the Committee think it needleſs to wait the 
Arrival of the ſaid Evidence, and ſubmit it as they have 
dane before; Whether even ſuppoſing the Fact to be 


true? Whether it does not admit of any Apology or 


Excuſe, or at leaſt, whether it is ſo unpardonable a 
Crime as that he ſhould be accounted uncapable of the 
Company's Service, if he in the preſent Juncture of 
Affairs may be of good ule Abroad * 7 
Upon the whole, the Committee cannot but obſerve 
upon the Evidence before them, that the Declaration 
of the two free Negroes is very looſe; if any Cre- 
dit was to be given to it, that as it is not on Oath , 
the Credit of Mr. Hulebinſon, who is diſintereſted 
in this Matter, muſt be accounted fuperior, who de- 
clares it is impoſſible to be true, that Negroes cannot 
be introduced and marked clandeſtinely, in or near Gui- 
abal without publick Knowledge of it. | 
That the Declaration of FHarwog?s carries but little 
Credit with it, unleſs. it were ſupported with other 
evident Proof ; not becauſe he has twice changed his 
Religion to that of the Roman Catholick, having firſt 
done it at Cuba for a By-Purpoſe, afterwards for his 
Intereſt appearꝰd as a Proteſtant in the Factory at Por- 
to-Bello and Panama, and ſince become Roman Catho- 
lick again, and fled to Lima after Darroch; but becauſe 


he has a general bad Character, as a Man that will ſay 


or do any Thing tor his Intereſt, ard this is confirmed 
to the Committee by Mr. Hutchiſon, and the Committee 
have the Evidence of his Character out of his own 
Mouth by the Narrative in 2724, againſt Denniſs, 
Swartx and Fohnſon, and the Letter to Fohn/on, 
1727. wherein helays, baſe Methods have been taken 


* The good Uſe Mr. Johnſon avas to be of Abroad might be intended 
for the Intereſt of ſome of the Directors; Var how could a Perfon wha 
has been guilty of ſuch natorious Frauds be ferwiceablc to the Company? 

Sir John Eyles muſt be miſtaken (this Minute as has been ſaid before 
6-ing draaun up with his own Hand-writing) being almoſt poſitive that 
Harwood /ays in his Narrative, brought home by Mr. Bumpfſted, that 
this Fact Swartz, and Johnion marking N-groe: at Guiabal was on 
Oath5efare Don Joſeph de Nariega the Scrivenrer at Panama. 

| 3 


to 
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to ruin his Character: If any Credit is to be given to 
the firſt Narrative, as much is due to the ſubſequent 
to FJobnſon, and perhaps more, as it is confirmed in 

ſome Degree by the Letter of the Providor to Swartz, 


. Readin Court the gib of Auguſt, 
1728. and Johnſon choſe. * 


O BSERVATIO N. 

Theſe glaring Notorieties of the Company's Supra- 
Cargoes and Factors, which call for the greateſt Puniſn- 
ment, have not ſo much as been cenſured by the 
Directors; on the contrary, thoſe Supra-Cargoes and 

Factors, who have been guilty of the moſt flagrant 
Crimes, have been encouraged and ſent Abroad in the 
Service again ; which, in my mean Opinion, 1s a plain 
Indication that the Directors have had other Views 
than the Intereſt of the Proprietors, and no doubt 
but ſuch Tranſactions induced his Catholic Majeſty's 
| Miniſters at Madrid, to draw up the following (I may 
fay juſt) Heads of Complaint, which they intended to 
exhibit againſt the Company at the Congrels of Soiſſous. 


Copy of divers Heads of Complaints which his Ca- 
 tbolick Majeſty's Miniſters intended to exhibit a- 
© gainſt the Company of the Congreſs, deliver d 
fo the Sub-Governor by the Duke of Newcaſtle in 
July 1728; and the Company's Anfiver there- 
to fent back to the Secretary's Office the Augu ih 
following, with a Memori al accompanying it. 


5 5 Firſt Head. 


„The Company have not given the King of 
- * Spain an Account of their Profits as they ought 
* to have done at the end of the firſt five Years, and 
„ every five Years following in Breach of the gth 


f we” Article of the Alſients? * c 
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ANSWER. 
The Company know not how to think the King of 
Spain ſerious, when» he complains that his Accounts 


of Profits have not been made up, it being very eaſy | 


for him to conceive that the Interruption of their Com. 
merce, the Difficulties. and Embarraſments in the 


Exerciſe of it, and the two Seizures of their Ships, Vel- - 


ſels and Effects have been far from profitable ® to 
the Copartnerſhip, 


Sec ond: Had 


« That the Company? s Annual Permiſſion- Ships 
« carry to the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies Effects belonging 
£c * others, beſides the Cargo ſent on the Company's 

Account.” 


ANSWER. 


11 there be any thing in Fact in this Complaint, it 


is wholly unknown to che Company T, who as far as 


+ The gub- Governor muſt be very forgetful when he declares the 
Compary never heard of Contraband-Goods being carried to the Welt 

Indies in their annual Ships, that Gentleman being of a Committee 
evben Mr. Bum pited as examined, touching his taking on board the 
Royal George a7 St. Chriſtophers 150 Tons of Goods, aubhich the 7.5 
Mr. Bumpſted aid not deuy; but when he was asked ⁊uho thoſe Goods 
belonged to, he made for Anfuver, That it was a ery ſevere Queſtion, 
and that the Panſacions of Meſfieurs Lock, Shippen, Bowles and 
Patten Supra-Cargoes of the Prince Frederick ( x/0- took on board the 
ſaid Ship in Prince Rupert's-Bay in the [land of St. Dominica, about 
400 Tons of illicit Goods from on board a Veſſel called the Spotwood) 
ſoould never come to his Ears is very wonderful; and yet to this 
G barge of the King of Spain's, the Sub-Governor affirms if there be any 
Fa in it, it is wholly unkizavn to the Company. 

* The Sub-Gowerndr here is wery merry with his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty ( theſe Heads of Complaint being anfevered by himſelf) for de- 
manding . tis Share of Profits, and declares the Copartnerſhip has been 
far from prefitable ; but that Gentleman in his laboured and guarded 
Speech to the General Court the 14th of January, 1732. printed in the 
Daily Journal the next Day, declared, that the Company vas not in 
aisburſe 1 8. on Account of Trade to Chriſtmas laft. And if the Com- 
pany have lahoured under Difficulties and Embaraſſments in the E xer- 
ciſe of their Commerce, it may be owing to the fraudulent Tranſafions 
of their Factors Aborad, and the illicit Trade carried on in their annuals 
Ships, awhich could never Pave been done to fo great a * ce without 

the Knowledge of forme ef. GN 
human 


| 
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human Thoughts can ſerve, take every Meaſure to pre- 

vent it, of which the utmoſt Cautions given from tine to 
time to their ſeveral Officers are ſufficient Evidence. 
Beſides the Company upon every Loading of an annual 
Ship, make Reference and have Reports made them 
from time to time by ſworn Officers, of the Quantity 
of Tonage taken up by the Goods loaded, and what 
is wanting to fill up, that they may aſſuredly ſupply 
Goods for the whole Tonage ; and whenever it has 
happened that there is more Stowage than the Cargo 
provided will fill the Company, have always purchaſed 
turther Cargo * fully to compicatthe whole Tonage. 
When they have Re iſon to ſuſpect ſuch Practices 
they are and will always be ready to proſecute the 
 Ottenders with the utmoſt Severity, as far as ſufficient 
Proof will juſtify. x. 

It is impoſſible in the nature of Things wholly to 
prevent every ſecret Contrivance of that Kind, but the 
Company poſitively aver nothing has ever been done 
with their Knowledge, further than a uſual ſmall Pri- 
viledge not more than eighty Tons, Part of the 650, 
prudentially given to thoſe Captains and Officers as 
an Encouragement to their Vigilance and Care of the 
Ships Cargo, which is too trifling to be the ſuppoſed 
Cauſe of Complaint; if any thing more material has 

been done, the Company are ſorry for it, and would 
wiſh the Offenders puniſhed: But as this is a Crime 
unknown to the Company, fo it is by the 2 2d Article 
of the Afients Treaty no ways chargable to their 


hat the Sub-Govermr afferts here, I have been informed of to 
the emtrary, by one Mr. Thomas Gibſon, whs lives near th: Bridge, 
and hath been a Waiter on board all the Company's Ships but the laſt 
that avent out, that he never took any Oath to give an A count of the 
Quantity of Stowaze taken up by the Gand baded; on the contrary he has 
been forced to æuint at clandeſtine Goods being taken on board, fome of 
the Dire tors being often there, ſaid Mr. Gibſon (t m1) he hath fine. 
times complained to Captain Stratton the Company's H1:vand ts their 
enmal Ships on ſuch Occaſions, æubo hath told him he could not avoid it + 
M.. Gibſon alfs told me that he had a Sum of Money once given Him 
en board one of the Company's annual Ships for ſome Service : He further 
told me he could lay onen the private Trade, if called un pon jo to do. 


it 


It was foreſeen at the Time of making the Treaty, 


that however honourable the: Aſſientiſts themſelves - 


ſhould trade, the Captains or other Officers of their Ships, 
might probably endeavour tointroduce unlawful Trade, 
and therefore the ſaid 22d Article provides that the 
Officers and Perſons concerned in the Contraband- 
Trade ſhall be liable to Puniſhment, and the Goods to 
Seizure, but the Company are not to ſuffer, nor is 
the ſame to be accounted any Infraction of the Treaty 
on the Part of the Company; and accordingly this 
Senſe of the ſaid Article has taken Place in ſome few 
Inſtances of like Offence in the Company's Negro 
Ships. The Goods have been ſeized in the, Indies, 


and the concerned turn'd out of their Employments 


and remain ſo to this Day *, a Puniſhment the Com- 
pany are glad to fee take Place, becauſe they account 
tuch Practices an Injury to themſelves as well as His 
Catholick Majeſty ; but as they have never heard of 
any Seizure made of Goods not belonging to the 
Company in their Permiſſion Ships F, in which Con- 


traband Goods are as liable to Seizure as in Negro 


Ships, nor any Suggeſtions were made by the Court 


of Spain of this Practice till now; the Company have 


Reaſon to hope and believe that Informations of this 
kind have been groundleſs, and that there can be no 
material Truth in them, or if there be, the Company 
'as has been ſaid are not anſwerable for it, tho' they 
would be willing to fall into any better Meaſur es to 
prevent the ſame for the ſuture. | 


* There was indeed one Captain Toſts who had ſome Goods ſeized in 
his Ship I bind at Beaunos-Ayres, and was put in Priſen by the Spani- 


ards — But the Directors never diſcharged any of their Captains for 


ſuch Practices. 

＋ There is no great Probability of the Rozal Officers making any Seiz- 
ure of Contraband Goodsin the Company's annua! Ships, ſuch illicit Goods 
being marked with the Company's Mark, fo not to be dinſiinguiſped from 
the Company's; beſides the Supra-Cargres and Captains bribe the Royal 
Oficers on luch Occaſions, maling them preſents of fix or ſeven thouſand 
Vollars at a Time, as may be ety, Page 12. 
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THIR DHEA p. 
That when any of the Permiſſion Ships are ar- 
« rived at the Port in the Spanih Meſt-Indies, tor 


& which ſhe is deſigned, other Veſſels under Pretence 
« of bringing Provifions' for the Crew come with 


% Goods, with which they fupply her as faſt as ſhe 


% unloads; and under Pretence of fetching more 


40 Proviſions, bring in a freſh Cargo, by which Con- 


«© trivance the Permiſſion Ship delivers a much 
cc greater Quantity of Goods than ever ſhe brough 

V 
This is alſo a Fact of which the Company are 


wholly ignorant, having never heard of any ſuck 


thing in the whole Courſe of their Trade *, if Goods 
Te ages have 


* This Charge of the Court of Spain ſeemis to carry a great Deal of 
Truth in it, tho" I cannot contadiet it but by hear-ſay; and if fuch 


_ ellicit Trade was ever praftiſed, in all Probability it miſi hawe been 


y the Company's Agent at Jamaica, Mr. Pratter, who /ately charter'd 
the Skip Lyon, Captain Barven from that Iſland, with twelve Negro 


 Bazs and Girls for the Havana, as 4 Qualification for her Aumiitante 


into that Port to bring home ſome Effects of the Company's, by Licenſe 
from the King of Spain; wwhoon her Arrival at that Port being viſited 
by the Spaniſh Factor and Royal Officers, they found on board zoo Bar- 
rels of Flower, jeveral Tons of Rum, Vine, &c. likewiſe great Quantities 
of dry. Goods to the Amount of ſeveral hundred Pounds, which they 
confiſcated and loch d up in theKing.of Spain's Ware-houſes ; for which 


 allicatFranſaRtions of Mr. Pratters, Sir Thomas Geraldino, the Spaniſh 


Director in London for the A Fairs of the Aſſiento, made a Repreſer- 


tation to the Court Directors ſetting forth the Fat, and inſiſting on 
Mr. Pratter's Diſcharge, which is the third Repreſentation Sir 


Thomas has made againſt Mr. Pratter for thelike Practices; there- 
fore it is not at all improbable that Mr. Pratter hath been guilty 
of ſuch Tranſactious when the Company's Annual Ships hawe been in 
the Weſt-Indies, auhich hath furniſhed the Court of Spain kwith this | 


_ Charge againft the Company: Beſides the Captains of the Company's 


Stare-Ships far Buenos-Ayres commit the like Frauds, umbo under Pretence 
of carrying Stores to the Fafory crowded their Ships with illicit Goods : 
but ſome times are detected bythe Royal Officers, as vas lately the St. 
Michael, Captain Burnham avho had a Parcel of Goods: ſcixedin his 
Ship's Bagt, and liſt he foruld come to further damage herun away with 
bis Ship in the Night ; al Capt. Williams Commander of annher of 

es | | GO 
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have at any time been ſo imported, there muſt have 
been a moſt notorious Negligence or Connivance in 

the Spani/h Officers there, for whom the ompany are 
not anſwerable, not having the Nomination of them; 
but as the Spaniſb Officers at all Times have been ex- 
ceeding ſtrict in the Execution of all ſevere Orders 
relating to the Company, they have much Reafon to 
think, as nice and exact Care has been taken to prevent 
ſuch contraband Practice, and therefore as no Seizures 
of this Kind the Company knows of have been made, 
tis not unlikely that this Information is groundleſs; 
but be it as it will, the Company are not anſwerable 
for Abuſes in the Power of the Spaniards only to pre- 
vent ; tho' if there be Proof, the Company will re- 

joyce that the Offenders be puniſhed, and will as reali- 
ly fall into any new Meaſurcs that ſhall be deviſed to 
this kind, wheace if Facts alledged are true, it may 


prevent ſuch Practices in any of their Store or Pro- 
viſion Shi 


in all. 


ps, the Injury of the Company being equal 
| FovUu.R TH HE ap. 


„ That the Company's Ships, as well Permiſſion 
„ Ships as others, bring to Europe Money and other 
Effects to a conſiderable Value belonging to private 
© Perſons, Spaniards, and of other Nations; beſides 
the Produce of the Sail of Negroes, and the Cargoes 
of the Permiſſion Ships belonging to the Company, 


and bring' home Spaniards as Paſſengers in Breach 
of the 17th Article of the A/jento. 


ANSHYE R. 


6 
40 
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As to this Suggeſtion that Money and Goods not 
belonging to the Company has been brought to+ Eu- 
gland in the Company's Ships; the Company can, 


the Company's Ships then there, did the like ; lilecuiſ the Mermaid, 

Captain Buttler, and the Priuceſi Amelia, Captain Fiſher, were dedi- 
cated about three Vears ago by the Spanſh Director, Sir Thomas 
Geraldius, for carrying 40,000 J. Worth of Goofs to the aforementioned. 


Port of Bunos-Ayres, and is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe that ſuch Tranſ- 
actions could be carried on without the Con eu: of oy Directors 1 


ſcarce 


* 


— —— — 
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ſcarce believe it to any conſiderable Degree“ if it has 
been done at all. | | Sir 


Tho S:r]. Eyles here affirms that the Company can ſcarce believe that 
Money and E ect have been brought to Eng land in the Company's Ships 
notbelonging to the Company, I can ſcarce _ but that Sir John himſelf 
hath often fali the Sqweets 7 it: be that as it will, it is notorious that + 
the Royal Caroline which came home about Chriſtmas laſt Pare La- . 
Vera-Cruz, whoſe Cargo was bought by the late Directors] brought to 
England almoſt as much Silver for private Trade as fhe did for the 
Campany, and this will appear by the Affidavit of Alexander Menzies, 
Hobbs, aud Simon Benfeild, three of ber Crew, taken before a 
Maſter in Chancery,and laid before the Court of Directors by Sir Thomas 
Geradino, afere-mentioned, the 311t of May J, : The Subſtance of 
ewhich Afidavits is this « That the Royal Caroine brought 
 & from Vera-Cruz clandeftinely, great Quantities of Silver ſtowed in the 
„ Cacks awhich held the Ships Provifions, and when they were out at Sea 
« every fair Day that offered, the Hatches avere opened, and the Silver 
talen out of the Provifion-Casks, and put into Cheſts made by the 
Carpenter and his Crew for that Purpoſe, who were employed about 
% that Work moſt of the Voyage home; they alſo mate Oath that the 
Ships Proviſſons were damaged to that Degree by the Stotoage of the 
« Silver, and in opening the Casks to * te it out, that they were ſcarce 
ic eatable, large Quantities being flu. over board in their Paſſage 
% home. They alſo make Oath that there were 4 Cheſts of Silver from 
« the Royal Caroine put on board an India Man in the Downs, and 
« that from that Place ſhe was followed by tao Deal Hookers into 
«« Marget-Road, in «vhich Place fixty or more Cheſts of Silver from 
« the Royal Caroline were put into the ſaid Hookers in the Night- 
« time ; and alſo that ſeveral Caggs of Silver were put into a Wherry ; 
but it blowing hard, the Captain not thinking it not ſafe to ſend it 
66 afbore, ordered it to be taken on board again. 

The Afidavits of Menzies, Hobbs, and Benfeid, are confirmed in 
fome Degree by My. Sawle, the Company's Waterman; he declaring iu 
my Preſence, and before ſeveral others, that the Roya Caroline brought 
to Engand almoſt as much Silver for private Perſons as ſhe did for the 
Company. | | | | 

Theſe ict Tranſactions of the Captain and Supra-Cargoes were ſuſ- 
peed by Sir Thomas Geraldino, the Spaniſh Director, who told me 
in February loft, that on the 20th of December before, he prope/ed to 

' the Court of Directors that proper Perſons of Integrity might be ſent 

$f down to the Ports of Plymouth and Portimouth to ſeal down the Hatcher . 
| 7. the Royal Caroline, in order to prevent any clandeſtine E fects being 
rought aſtvre, declaring his Intention was only to ſecure the Freight 
due to his Cat hol ick Majeſty, aud not any ways to enquire to whom 
they belonged, or to whom conſigued 3 but the preſent Sub-Governor, Sir 
Richard Hopkins, 704 Sir Thomas that there were nat Directors enough 

then in Court is do any thing in the AM air. | | 
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Sir William Eon, the Spaniſb Director here, who had 
his Catholick Majeſt, 's Authority for the Commence- 
ment of the rade to take Care of his Interefts, and 
to ſee that no Abuſe be pak to his Prejudice, ever did, 
when Suſpicion of ſuch Money or Goods on board any 
of the Company's Ships viſit them in Perſon; but the 
Company know not that ever any were ſeized by him, 
* and beſides the Company's Ships undergo a ſtrict Vi- 
fitation aad Search before their Departure torthe Indies, 
and very ſevere Bandosor Proclamations have been fre- 


quently publiſhed to prevent and diſcourage the At- 


On the 26th of December Sir Thomas had Notice of the Ship Royal 
Caroline being arrived at Dover, upon which he urged it to Sir Richard 
again, being a third Time : But Sir Richard waved it, alledging he had 
no Power to do any thing of himſelf; upon which SirThomas made a Re- 
preſentation to the Court of Directors, upbraiding them with this Neglect; 
telling them, that they. abandoned the Intereſt of their Proprietors : 
auhich Words ſat fo grating on their Stomachs, that they tool particular 
Notice of them in their Reply to Sir Thomas on that Affair. 

*}bether Sir William Eon did ever viſit any of the Company's Ships 
in Perſon on the River Thames, I can't /ay ; but if he had, he was ſure 
of finding no illicit G cods or Silver aboard: Such Goods or Silver being 
put aſhore befare the Ship's Arrival at Graves. End. Andif Sir Thomas 
Geraldino, the preſent Director, had wiſited the Royal Caroline when 

ſhe came from La-Vera-Cruz, about Chriſtmas /aft, his Viſit would 
have been fruitleſs, the illicit Silver ſhe brought being taken out of her in 
the Downs, and Marget-Road, as I have before mentioned; Beſides, 
Sir Wiiam Eon was a Gentleman f little experienced in the Engliſn 
Tongue, that when he ſat in a Court Directors, was not capable of 
underſtanding what they avere about, aud the Directors on any Emer- 
gency could make him a Preſent of three or four hundred Guineas at a time 
as they have done. But Sir T. Geraldino, the preſent Director's Succef- 
for will not be bribed on any Account *hatfcever, by what he declared 
to me in February /nft ; his Words were to this Effect, viz.— That 
& ſometimes after bis Arrival at England, a Footman came one Morn- 
« ing to his Houſe, and brought with him @ Porter loaden with a very 
« heavy Box and a Letter; which Letter being carried to Sir Thema, 
„ after Peruſal he came to the Door, and ordered the Footmay to carry 
« tbe Box from whence he had it, for that he would not accept it: Sir 
„Thomas old me further, that he would not be corrupted to betray the 
Intereſt of his Maſter for 20,000 /; nay, not for any Canfideration 
« whatſoever, ” By this it may be ſuſſpected that ſome of the late 
Directors have been tampering with Sir Thomas to comnive at their. 
illicit Trade, and that they might play the ſame over again as they 
have done for ſeveral Years paſt- © £ 


2 tempt 
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tempt * ; ſo that it is not very probable any Quanti- 
ty of Goods or Money as complained of have been 
brought in the Company's Ships to England: It is 


well known that ſome Quantities of Goods and Money 


not regiſterd are on every Return of the Flota-Gal- 
leons, on Regiſter Ships brought to Cadiz in Fraud 
of his Catholick Majelty, there being always ſome 
Men bold and enterprizing, whom no Hazard nor any 
Law, which his azholick Majeſty hath yet made, or 


perhaps will ever make, can territy from Attempts of 


with all Probability be concluded, that if the Goods 
or Money ſuppoſed had not been ſhiped on the Com- 


pany's Ship, they would have clandeſtinely been put 


oboard the Galleons, Flota, or Regifter Ships, and his 
Cathelick Majeſiy equally injured of his Duties; but 
the Company take the Liberty to difpute and queſtion 


the Fact, no Certainty of any ſuch Practice having 
been made out to them, | | | 


If his Catholic Majeſty has any Proof againſt any 
of the Company's Officers for this Offence they ſhall 
be pnniſhed to his Majeſty's Sattis faction, which is all 
the Company can do againſt this head of Complaint, 

The Corhpany take Occaſion in their Reply to 
this Article to take Notice of a Memorial from Sir 
William Eon, the Spaniſh Director, dated 8-19 September, 
1726, then delivered to them, complaining of ſome 
unjuſtifiable Proceedings of their Captains at Beuynos- 
Ares notify'd to him by the Governor Den Bruno 
de Zavala. 5 

The firſt is that Captain King would not ſuffer a ſe- 
cond Viſit, which the ſaid Governor inſiſted on, 


+ 77 2% ſevere Panges have feen publifhed to diſcourage ſuch Atempts 
it has been the cemmou Pratiice of the Buenos-Ayres Ships to run away 


from that Port «without being wifited by the Royal Officers ; as did Capt. 


Burnham, and Capt. Wil iams, before mentjoned, li(cariſe Cap. Golds- 


baroogh ha! arowoht the Factors from Buenos-A) res about 4Years ago) 


ran away with bis Ship and arould not ſuffer a Viſit; upon which they 


fired ot him from the Caſtle, and made a Hole in one part of his Ship: 


However be got clear off and came ſafe 2 England. 


upon 


Fo the South-Sea Company. 4 5 
upon Information of ſome illicit Goods on board, and, 
to avoid which he run over with his Ship to the Portu- 
gucſe Colony; this is a Fact undoubtedly true, and 
the Company are at this Day at Variance with him * 
for the Damage they ſuſtained by his withdrawing 


from Buenos-Ayres, He, the Captain, on the other 


Hand inſiſts that he had no illicit Goods aboard, 


and that it was not in any Apprehenſion of that Kind 


that he refuſed the ſecond Viſit; that he offer'd to 
ſubmit to it if the Governour would have done it in a 
pacifick Manner; but as he came with an armed 
Force, he expected ſome hoſtile Deſign, refuſed it, 
inſiſting that it was contrary to the Conditions of the 
Treaty under the 22d Article thereof, and as the 


Company are ſtill in Diſpute with the Captain, 


they hope for . ſome further Proof of Facts that 
may enable them with evident Juſtice to obtain com- 
pleat Satisfaction from him, and to diſcharge him 
their Service; for they are by no Means inclined to 
protect Captains under any Misbehaviours whatſoever, 


Fifth Head. 


% The over Meaſure of the Prince Frederick which 
<« ſhould have been of 500 Tons, and they ſay almoſt 
double in Breach of the 43 Article F. 


S$rxth Head. 


«« That the Permiſſion Ship when ſhe lay at Porto- 
« Bello, when Admiral Ho/ter came before that Place, 


' * IW hat was the Variauce I never heard, the Company never com- 
menced any Laau-Suit againſt Captain King, neither did they make 
any Order of Court to render him incapable of the Company's Service for 
the future : But on the 6th of March, 1729, the Court ordered him 
by Warrant 390 l. in full for 22 Negroes, purchaſed with the private 
Adventure ullowed him, and delivered the Company's Fafors at Bue- 
nos-Ayres. 

 Þ+ 1hawve heard Mr. Thomas Gibſon, before ſtoke of, and who Tas 
A Mailer on board her, that ſhe was above goo Tons : be haz beer 
but of the Burden ſlipulated by the Treaty ſhe could not have received 
400 Tons of Geads on beardin her Paſſage to the Weſt- Indies. 


Reſelved 
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| 4 fold her Cargo, and even failed from erte her 


Voyage home, before the Time appointed for 

| holdins the Fair at that Place, which hinder'd the 

holding the Fair. * 3 

VN. B. 4 two laſt Heads of Complaint are anſwered 

. _ with the ſameVeracity as the former, ſo I omit 
them left theſe Sheets ſceil to too large a Bult. 


"Copy of the Company's Memorial, in Anſiver to the 
' foregoing Complaints of the Spaniards, delivered 
by 'the Secretary to the Duke. of ; Newcaſtle ; 

with an Account of what remains due from the 

} King of Spain to the South-Sea Company, for 

Effects ſeized at the ſeveral Factories, &c. in the 
Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, uon the Rupture, Anno 
1718, in which are included ſome other Sums due 
from his Catholick Majeſty, at the Time of that 
Seixure, or which were occaſioned thereby, amount= 


ing to 24809 58 Pieces of Eight. 


R 
RW 50 yoo R Grace having lately delivered to the 
| 5 Sub-Governour an Account of ſome Heads 
of Complaints which you was informed his Catho- 
; ce lick Majeſty's Miniſters intended to exhibit againſt 
6 South-Sea-Company at the Congreſs, we take the 
| « Liberty to tranſmit you their Anſwer thereto. 
lt is a pleaſing Incident that in doing this they 
« have the Opportunity of convincing your Grace 
te that the Company have nat done any Thing them- 
„ s ſelves to deſerve the hard Meaſures under which 
1 they formerly did, and do now Labour under. 


 ® Thave been told by a_Perfon who hath had the Injpefion of Mr. 
Die Gols's Caßb Beal ſeveral Years, that none f this Debt is yet paid 

1 to the Company; but that they hawe paid to the King of Spain ſince 

ms wbowe one Fundred thouſand pound in Appointments. I am not pefitive 

4 whether this Account of the 2480958 Pieces of Eight was delivertd 
| with this Memorial in February 1727. 


As The 


of the South-Sea-Company. 

«© The Anſwer as to what immediately relates to 
ce their Tranſactions being full, andevidently ſhew- 
« ing how ſtrictly they have always kept to the 
„ Limitations of the Afjenta Treaty, and ſubſe- 
“ quent Convention: As to what relates to the 


% Practices of Officers they ſay they knew nothing of 
them; that moſt of the Facts alledged are impro- 


& bable, and that whatever Truth there be in | 
ce the Company by the Article of the Treaty is 
c exempt from any Damage on their Account, and 
e are no ways anſwerable for the fame; an Article 
<« ſo neceflary, that without a ſtrict Obſerv ance of it 
on the Part of Spain, it would be Madneſs for the 


Company, or any Aſientiſts on Earth, to trade 


« with them; we little doubt when your Grace ſhall 
have peruſed theſe Papers; you will think the Com- 
„ pany more intitled to his Majeſty's Favour and 
«« Protection, and chat Inſtructions will be given to 
<« his Miniſters at the Cangreſs to enter upon the 


<< Defence of the Company againſt theſe unreaſonable 


Complaints, and to inſiſt upon ſomeſolid and better 
«© Aſſurance of enjoying the Priviledges of the Com- 
ce merce granted to Great-B#itain in the faid Treaty 
and ſubſequent Convention, that the Company may 
«© again enter upon the ſame with reaſonable — 
of Succeſs. 13 . 

«© What Intention Spain may have for raiſing theſe 
Complaints now is uncertain, if it ſhould be to ſhew 
« ſome Foundation how groundleſs ſoever for ſeizing 
«© the Company's Effects, there is not a Word in the 
Treaty, nor in common Reaſon, can juſtify their 
« ſo doing; if it be to offer at ſome better Security 
« againſt * 
te at the ſame Time that we deſire Explanations and 
«© Admiſſions in Favour of the Company, we are 
ready to joyn with them in any Meaſures that may 
«© be thought of to remedy theſe ſuppoſed Evils 


Me are, &c, Jobn Eyles, Sub-Governor, 
| Foha Rudge, Deputy-Govetnor. _ 
| OBSER- 
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By this Conduct of the Directors in ſcreening ſuch 
notorious Frauds committed by their Supra-Cargoes 
and Factors, there is great Room to 1 that they 
themſelves have been concerned in ſuch Practices 
along with them, and no doubt but that on a publick 
Enquiry it would be very conſpicuous.” If the Steward 
of any noble Lord, who hath Servants under him, and? 
will ſcreen thoſe Servants from Frauds committed 
dy them in Prejudice of his Maſter, and ſhall ſtill en- 

' -_ __ tertain and employ them in the Service of his Lord: 

I fay, if ſuch Steward acts thus, is there not all the 
Reaſon imaginable to believe him as culpable and ini- 
quitous as thoſe very Servant? * 
Such is the Caſe of the late Directors; for whatever 
they may think- of themſelves, they have been only 
Stewards, I may ſay Servants to the Proprietors; and 

there is all the room in the World to believe that ſome 
of them have very much inrich'd themſelves with the 
Spoils of their Maſters, s.. 
- Having indubitably proved the male Conduct of 

the late Directors with reſpect to foreign Affairs, I 
proceed to exhibit their irregular and  unjuſtifiable | 

ranſactions at home, and ſhall begin with laying 
open ſome Minutes of a ſecreet Committee, appre- 
hending ſuch Committees unwarrantable, and I be- 
heve unprecedented,in any other Company in England. 


Aa Court of Diredors, 18 April, 1729. 


—— Ä 2,04 th 
* 
* 
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The Court conſidering that in the preſent Crifis of © 1 
Affairs, and under the general Situation they are in, 
the Appointment of a ſecret Committee with proper 
Powers may be very neceflary and uſeful for the Com- 


pany's Service. 

Reſolu dd. 5 
That a ſecret Committee be appointed to conſiſt of 
— TT 


9 


Roſolved, 
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Reſolve d, | 

That the Sub-Governor, the Deputy-Governor, 
Sir Richard Hopkins, Dr. Wood, Mr. Roverts, and Capt. 
Zones, be the {aid Committee, and they agreeing from 
time to time in any Matters that they think proper to 
be put in Execution have Power to act there in making 
the earlieſt Report afterwards to the Court, that may 
be conſiſtent with the ſecret Truſt repoſed in them, and 
that this Reſolution receive the Confirmation of the 


two ſucceeding Courts. 


At a Court of Directors, 25 April 1729. 
Ordered, os 


That it be left to the Sub and Deputy-Governors 
Sir Richard Hopkins, Dr. Wood, Mr. Roberts, and 
Capt. Jones, to give ſuch private Inſtructions to the 
ſaid Factory * as they lee proper in the Circumſtance 
the Company's Affairs ſtand, 


At a Court of Directors, 2 May 1729. 


The Gentlemen nominated to be of the Secret Com- 
mittee intended by the Reſolution of the Court of the 
18th of April, having drawn up in Writing the Heads 
of ſundry Matters, which they conceive to be of great 
Importance, and to be the Intention of the Court in 
appointing the ſaid Committee; which Heads con- 
taining five Articles were conſidered of the laſt Court 
and this, and the fame being fully debated, | 

The Court again confirmed their Reſolution of the 
18th of April, 


Reſolved, 
That the ſaid five Articles do contain the full Senſe 
and Reſolution of the Court, and that the faid Matters 
be committed to the Care of the faid Committee, and 


_ * The Panama and Porto- Bello Factory. | 
H that 


—— 
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' King of Spain's Council of the Indies. 
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that the Secretary do atteſt the Approbation of the 


Court to the ſame. 


The Purport of the foregoing five Articles debated 
in Court, I never could diſcover; but that Committee 


made no great Progreſs in what they intended, the 


Direction expiring juſt as that Committee was in its 
Embrio ; however the two Governours the Beginning 


of the next Direction, procured an extraordinary and 
unprecedented Power trom the Court of Directors 
to command the Company's Caſh as they thought 


Proper, as may be ſcen by part of the following 


Minute of the Committee of Correipondence ; but 
what Uſe they made of it will beſt appear by Mr, 


De Col's Caſh-Book. | 


— Wedneſday, the 27th of May 1730. 


| or from the Junta appointed out of the 
Council of the Indies for the hearing and determining 
their Cauſes ;- or that the Stop ſo conceived to have 
been ſo juſtly put of late to the Payment of their Salaries 


-* has been, or is likely to be attended with any good 
Effect ; onthe contrary, that they have been thereby 
render d more disfavourable to the Company's Affairs, 
and that ſuch Suſpenſion of their Salaries may too 


probably retard or impede the obtaining, not only 


the Relief ſought againſt the Preſident of Panama, and 


the Governour of St. Martha, but the two more im- 
portant Points; likewiſe which ſo nearly concern their 
annual Ship, wiz. thole of Reſidence at Panama, 
and Internation of their Goods,all which Matters being 

of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Company's Service, 
and requiring Secreſy and Diſpatch, as whereupon may 


depend in a great Meaſure the Succeſs of the Prince 


Je Court of Dire&ors allowed Sallaries to the Members of the 
William's 


of the South-Sea-Company. Wy 


William's Voyage“, the Committee are of Opinion 
that the ſame be referr*d to the Sub and Deputy-Gover- 
nours, and that they be deſired to take all ſuch like 
Matters into their immediate Thought, and to enter 
upon ſuch Correſpondence, ꝗ and take ſuch Meaſures 
as they think proper and neceſſary towards the End 
propoſed, and obtaining a more juſt Regard for the 
future on the part of Spain, to the Intereſt of the Com- 
pany in the Affairs of the Aſiento Commerce, and to 
order and make ſuch Disburſements as the Services 
propoſed may require, and that the Caſhier of the 
Company be authorized to pay the Drafts of the Sub 
and Deputy Governours| fromtime to time for the pur- 


— 


* Purſuant to this Minute the Governours ſeems to have carry d on a | 
ferret Correſpondence ; as may be ſeen by the following E xtrats of Letters. 


Extract of a Letter from the two Governours to John Tincker, 
Eſq; Chief of the Panama Factory, incloſing ſome Letters of 
Blehcynden's, relating to the Effects the ſaid Blechyenden left 
there when he came away. 

London, 3 Octob. 1730. 

Theſe Letters ſeal, and take Copies, and deliver to the Parties, and 
receive from them the Papers and Effa#s within mentioned, and on 
Dolliffe and Garthwait's Arrival at Porto-Bello you are to att in 
Concert with them in the Execution of the Purpoſe hope for Suc- 
e —— remitting the Money and Effects to Sir] Eyles, and his 
Books and Papers to the two Governours, 

John Eyles, Sab-Governor, 
John Hanbury, Deputy-Gowernor, 
Extract of a Letter from the Panama Factory to the two Gover- 
| nors, dated, 20 Jan. 1734. | 

Me obſerve your Houours new Regulation of this Factory in the Per- 
ſon of Mr. Tinker as alſo your Directions in correſponding ith 
the tæus Governours on private Affairs ; which Method has been objer- 
wed from hence before theſe Orders were received, 

H. Johnſon. 
E. Ecklin. 
H. Hutchinſon. 

N. B. All Letters relating to this Correſpondence were kept very 
private,none being admitted to copy them but the Secretary. 

Þ I it not, an unprecedented Power for the tate Governors to com- 
mand the Company's Caſh without a Warrant of Court ? 

+ The Supra-Cargoes of the Prince William's Charge 21 804 Dellars 
given for ſecret Servicesas communicated to the two Governours —— and 


in one Article of their Accounts they charge 25200 Dollars and no 
Particulars given, 


H 2 | poſes 


— 
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po. aforeſaid, and that they themſelves be deſired to 
F fore this Committee, or the Court of Directors, 
rx time to time, as ſhall be judged moſt proper, ſuch 
Accounts of their Proceedings herein, as may be con- 
ſiſtent with the Nature, End, and Deſign of the Truſt 
ended hereby to be repoſed i in them. | 


Read in Court 29 May, 1730, 
and AO: agreed to. 


I now come to give an Account of two great Sums 
of Money which have been due to' the Company 
many Years, and remain fo to this Day: The one due 
from the Executors of M William Clarke, formerly a 

Factor at La-Vera-Crux, and the other from Captain 
Thomas Jacob, ſometime Commander of his Majeſty's 
Ship of war the Diamond, which I take from two 
Papers lately printed in London by Mr. Thomas Bedell 
ormerly one of the Company's Factors at La-YVera- „ 
Cruz aforeſaid; but why the Directors have not endea- 
voured to recover theſe Debts, it certainly behoves the 
i: ap 54 to enquire into. 
As to the large Sum of Money due from Mr. 
William Clarke, | 

Mr. Thomas Bedell ſays, in a Paper of his oritged 

in London the 24th ot Fanuary 1732-3. that Mr. 

William Clarke having egregiouſly impos d upon the 
Court of Directors, did ſhelter himſelf in the Con- 
vent of San-Domingo, making his Will there the 8th 
of December 1725, witneſſed by the Prior and two 

more of that Fraternity, bequeathing (among other 
things) five Pieces of Eight to his Brother 7o/eph 
Clarke, and one hundred and fifty Pounds per Ann. 
to his Mother Catherine Clarke for Life, appointing; 
her and his Siſter, *Catherine Langford, his Execu- 
trixes, and died in the ſaid Covent the oth of Janu- 
ary following. 

The ſaid Bedell alſo ſays, that ſome time in the 
Year 1726, the Court of Directors, or a Committee, 


-employ*d him to diſcover (5 he could) William Clarke's 
Effects 
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Effects, promiſing him in caſe of Diſcovery a good 
Reward. | FS. 


May 13, 1727. Juſt before Mr. Clarkes Will was 
proved, Thomas Langford and Catherine his Wife de- 
clared upon Oath the Teſtator's Effects. Sabbath- 
Day the 14th, a Perſon came to Bedell, adviling him 
to go tothe Teſtator's Relations or Executors, ſaying, 
he believed they would compromiſe Matters with him, | 
but he declined it, being determined to comply with 
his Promiſe to do the beſt he could tor the Company, 
and on Monday the 1 5th he deliver'd the following 
Account to Sir Jobn Eyles, at his Lordſhip's Return 
from Guild-hall, in order to have the Effects fecured, 
who upon reading it, was pleaſed to take particular 
notice of the Item relating to Sir Fo/eph. 


May 13, 1727. Thomas Langford and Catherine 
his Wife, who the fame Day proved the laſt Will 
and Teſtament of William Clarke, late of La Vera 
Cruz, deceaſed, did declare upon Oath that they ate 
informed, and believe there is due to the Deceaſed, 


J. 
From Mr. John Rathborn.about 5000 
From Mrs. Eliz. Newton, Admini- ts a 


ſtratrix of Rob. Newton, deceafed. « 
From Sir Foſeph Eyles, about — 7000 
From Catherine Clarke, upwards of —— 4000 
From Meſſ. Dau. and Jobn Arthur, about 1500 


19500 


Beſides Debts due from ſeveral Perſons in the 
Spaniſh Weſt-Tndies, and alſo a Freehold Eſtate of 
about 60. per Ann. | | | 

What Mr. Bedell ſays relating to Clarke's Effects 
is confirmed by the following Minute. 


At 
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E A. 4 Committee” of Accounts and Law-Suits 
the 6th of December, 1727. 


The "Jeet es taking into Conſideration the Ac- 
| counts of Mr. Clarke deceafed, late one of the Fac- 
tory at La Vera Cruz, referr'd by the Court the laſt 
Month, are of Opinion, that the Secretary ſhould 
. write in the Name of the Court to the ſeveral Per- 
ſons following, viz. Mrs. Elizabeth Newton, Sir 
Foſeph Eyles, ' Meſſieurs Daniel and Fobn Arihur, 
they having ſeveral Sums, as this Committee are in- 
formed, in their Hands, belonging to the Eſtate of the 
ſaid late Mr. Clarke, and therefore deſire of them, in 
regard he appears by the Accountants to be very con- 
ſiderably indebted to the Company, that they will not 
diſpoſe of any part of ſuch Money, but detain the 
ſame. 

This Committee are of Opinion that the Secretary 
ſhould write to the Executors of the ſaid late Mr. 


_ Clarke to ſettle his Accounts with the Company with 
all convenient ſpeed. 


Read i in Court, 5th Decemb. 
1727. and agreed to. 


In ͤ Purſuance of the foregoing Minute the 7th or 
8th of December (but not till then, tho' Clarke's Eflects 
were diſcovered ſeveral Months before) the Secretary 
wrote a Letter to the reſpeC.ive Perſons to detain 
what Money they had belonging to the Eſtate of Mr. 
Clarke in their Poſſeſſion; which may be {cen in the 
Company's Home Letter-Book. 

Mr. Bedell, who diſcovered Clarke's Effects hath a 
Demand of 7000 Pieces of Eight on the Company (as 
he tells me) which he cannot get the Company to 
account with him for, which perhaps might induce 
the ſaid Bedell to write that Letter to the Committee of 

Accounts, which he printed in the Daily Journal, 17 


January 1733, where after various Conjectures he is 
at 
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at a Loſs to find out in what Reſpect he has diſobli- 
ged the Company, ſeeing they will not adjuſt his 
Claim of the 000 Pieces of eight due to him, which 
he had paid to the Factors before he left La-Yera-Cruz. 

One of his Conjectures why he thinks he had diſ- 
obliged the Company, I take from his own Words ni 
the laid Journal, viz. 


At another Time fear my diſcovering 2 10001. of 
« J/illiam Clarke's Effects, and having talked thereof 
may have been ſome ſmall Occaſion of delaying the 
<« ſettling my Claim of 7000 Pieces of Eight, and 
c Intereſt thereon, I paid the Factors by Reaſon it 
appears upon Oath of his Executors that about 
Seven thouſand pound thereof was in the Hands 
« of Sir Fo{eph Eyles, and ftill remains ſo as 1 
« am informed, being the Produce of fifty. Bales 
« or thereabouts of Cochineal, conſigned to him 
c by the faid Clark to be inveſted in South-Sea- 
„Stock, the which having been demanded by 
« Clarke's Executors, or ſome one of their Behalf, they, 
<« have been told by Sir Fo/eph or ſome one on his, 
« Behalf, that if the Executors, pretend to diſturb or 
&« diſquiet Sir Fo/eph touching this Money, there 
e ſhould then be taken from the Executors even that 
++ which they were already poſſeſſed of which is a 
Sam very conſiderable. 


The next day in the Daily Journal, Sir Foſeph reply- 
ed to Mr. Bedell's Letters, in which he ſays that on 
ſettling the Account with the Executrixes of William 
Clarke, he had paid all the Money due to the 
ſaid . Clarie's Eſtate with Intereſt 3; but Mr. Bedell 
told me when he came again to reply to Sir Fo/eph on 
that Head, the Printer refuſed to have any thing to do 
with it; telling Mr. Bedell, that Sir Foſerb had been 
with him and rhreatned him_;, neither could Mr. Be- 
dell get it printed by any other. 295 
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OBSERVATION. 


Whether Sir 70, Eyles paid the 7000 /. with Inereſt 
to Clarke's Executors, or whether he compromiſed 
Matters with them is beſt known to himſelf ; but 
no doubt Clarke's Executrixes wouldhave relinquiſhed | 
the Claim of that Sum from Sir 7o/eph, provided the 
Company let them peaceably enjoy the other Effects 
found out by Bedell ; Beſides, as the Secretary wrote 
inthe Name of the Court to Sir Joſepb, deſiring him to 
* detain the 7000 l. of Clarke's Money in his Hands (the 
ſaid Clark, being a conſiderable Debtor to the Compa- 
ny) he might with Safety have done it, as being aſſur- 
ed that the Company would have indemnify*d him for 
ſo doing. 
Secondly, As to the Debt due from Captain Thomas 
Jacob to the Company, the particular Account of 
which I take from part of another Paper of Mr, 
Bedell's, printed in the Whiteball Evening-Poſt, 13 A. 
_ pril 1732, and in his own Words, viz. 

November 1717. The 19th the Royal Prince Captain 
Baynham Raymond Commander, with a Cargo of 
above 250000 J. Value, belonging to the South-Sea- 
Company, and the Sarah Galley, George Feſſon Com- 
mander, with naval Stores, arrived at La-Vera-Cruz, 
together with the Diamond Man of War, Captain 
Facob as an Aſfento Convoy. 

About the End of January 1717-8, Captain 
Thomas Facob writes a Letter in Engliſh to the Marquis 
dealers, then Vice-Roy of Mexico, complementing 
him with the Tender of King George's Ship of War 
the Diamond; that ſhe was at his Service, if his Ex- 


cellency had any Commands for her in theſe Parts, 


that he made theſe Offers in Obedience to the Direc- 
tions he had received from his Maſter King George, 
that he was then about returning to Famaica, and 
ſhould be proud of his Excellency's Orders ; but 
withall added that he could not commodiouſly depart 
the Fort oe buying "ou Provifions for his Men, 
having 
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having not Money requeſted his Excellency would be 
fo gracious as to direct the Royal Officers at La-Yeras 
Cruz to admit him to land aboutthirty Pipes of Wine 
Duty free, (which Duty runs high there) to ſell in 
Order to raiſe Money for Neceffaries for his Sailors, 
or in Words to that Purpoſe : The Vice-Roy here- 
upon who held King George in the higheſt Eſteem 
(they have perſonaly known each other when they 
were Fellow-Soldiers together in Hungary againſt 
the - urks) readily yielded to Captain Jacob's Re- 

oo” le | | 

A February 1717-8, about the End Captain Jacob 
having obtained this ſpecial Favour, thanks his Ex- 
cellency, who then in his Turn asked of Captain 
Jacob, if he could with Conveniency deliver for the 
King of Spains uſe the Money and Stores before men- 
tioned “ at San-Domingo for the Uſe of the Garriſon, 
to which with great Pleafure Captain Jacob conſen- 
| ted. | - ; 

March 1718, about the End Captain Jacob failed 
from La-Yera-Cruz with the ſaid Money and Stores 
for Sau-Domingo. 5 

July 1718, on or about the third the Vice-Roy 
having Advice that Captain Jacob had not delivered 
the Money and Stores, ſent to Thomas Bedell relating 
to him this Affair, and ordered him to write to the 
Factors to know the Reaſon of this Failure in Ccap- 
tain Facob, and that they ſhould return their Anſwer 
Said Money and Stores amounted to 5 4187 pieces of Eight 5 ha 
Rials ; the 9 as under apfears . . e . 
f, at tbe Accomptants Office at the South-Sea-Houle, entred De- 


*  cembcr, 1722. 
2 Pieces of Eight. Rials, 


In 4 — 20000 
One hundred Duintals of Gunpow — 10000 
Charges of Package, c. -—— 786 — 6a 


Seventy five Juintali of Musket-Balls -—— 600 
Backage and Land-Carriage, .&c. 350 — 7 
One hundred Quintali of Iron — 2000 
Eighteen Quintals of Steel — 450 


34187 — 5 l 
I to 


— ʒ3.. 0 ——— 


— — 
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/ fo his Excellency, for that in two Days Bedell was to 
leave Mexico and prepare for London. 
August 1718, about the End the Vice-Roy ſent a 
little Ship to San Domingo with Money and Stores in 
the Room of thoſe miſcarried by Capt. Jacob, about 
which Time or in July Captain Facob was upon the 
back of Hiſpaniola upon ſome particular Affairs as I 
have been informed, and yet omitted to deliver the 
ſaid Money and Stores. 
February 1718-9, about the Beginning Captain 
Jacob received Orders at Jamaica to captivate Spaniſb 
Effects; ſo that Captain Jacob had the ſaid Money 
and Stores aboard above ten Months before he recei- 
ved any Orders to captivate Spaniſh Effects. 

About November 1719, Captain Jacob arrived 
with the Diamond at London, but never divided the 
faid Money and Stores as a Prize among his Sailors, 
as Mr. Read“ hath ſuppoſed he did, he having 

leeded in the Bar that that could not be done, by 

Reaſon he had ſign'd Bills of Lading for chem, as I 
have been informed. 

The ſaid Vice-Roy, the Marquie de Valero had 


been theſe five Years and more at Madrid, and, for 


ſeveral Years paſt and till is the Preſident of the 
Council of the Indies, where it is probable he has 
not forgot the Piece of Service Captain Thomas 
Facob did do him; the Remembrance of which may 
poſſibly be one Conſideration why Eugliſb Affairs 
have gone but badly on of late in the Spaniſh. Weſt- 
Indies; more over this Affair of Captain Jacob's hath 
beed deem'd in Spain a Breach of national Faith, as I 
have been told, and that it may probably be on the 
Carpet on the Congreſs, the Spaniards expecting in 
this Point ſome Regard may be had to their King's 
Intereſt, he being one fourth a Partner in the. 0 auto 
Contract, ard that therefore they ſhould think it 
would be a little hard. to leave his Catholic Ma- 


* Mr. Read, Accomptant to the South- Sea-Company, 
+ Pitt ut, chief Factor at La-Vera-Cruz and married Captain 


| Jac oby's Danghter,and a Relation te one of the Directors. 
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ec jeſty alone to recover, as well he can, this Money 
« and Stores from Captain Facob, who ſtill keeps 
the ſame, altho' he never did any thing to deſerve 
„ them, 7 5 401 
I call this a Debt due to the Company, became 


Mr. Bedell ſuys in the aforeſaid Journal, that the 
Royal Officers at Mexico have deducted or ſtopped 


the atoreſaid 34187 Pieces of Eight 5 half Rials they 


had in their Hands in Money which they had received 
belonging to the Effects of the Company, and that 
Mr. Jabn Pitt had formerly ſubmitted to the faid 
Deduction for that he hath allowed the ſame and poſt- 
ed it to the Credit of the Royal Cheſt or Royal Offi- 
cers at Mexico in the Leidger of the Royal Compa- 
ny's Aﬀairs, Fol. 67.* 

I come now to ſhew how laviſh and profuſe the 
late Directors have been of the Proprietors Money; 
but firſt I ſhall relate a notable Circumſtance of the 
Directors in the Year 1714, when Samuel Sheppard, 
Eiqz was one of the Directors, who it he had follow- 
ed tuch an Example it would have faved the Proprie- 
tors a large Sum of Money — About the 
« Year 1714, the Ship Bedford, Captain Robert 
*« Fobnſon Commander (afterwards Sir Robert) when 
„ going with a rich Cargo of the Company's to 
« Cartagena Mr. Arthur Moore, then a Director, 
& rampered with the Captain to take into the ſaid 
« Ship when he ſhould be in the Downs, about 20 
c or 30 Tons of Linnen which ſhould come from 
« Holland, and to go for Account of the ſaid Direc- _ 
e tor Moore, and one of the Da Coſtas; but being 
© over preſſed by Mr. Moore's Sollicitations, he 
« acquainted fome of the Directors, who preſently 
« calling a General-Court at Merchant Taylors-Hall, 
« they tpewed Mr. Moore out of the Direction, 
cc and came to a Refolution he ſhould never come 


* Captain Jacob hath been in England ſeveral Nears and is ftill 
bins, and the lat: Directors have not given him an) Trouble an this, 
air. | 
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% amongſt them again. And the Court very ho- 


* nourably gave the Captain their Thanks ”, 


Ass to the Directors ſquandring away the Proprie- 
tors Money, I remember on the 20th of June, 1723, 
Mr. David Patton, formerly employ'd at La-Vera- 


Cruz in the Capacity of a Surgeon to look after the 


Negroes and to duplicate Books, had a Warrant for 
1000 J. delivered him in Court by the Sub-Gover- 
nor's own Hand, and ſometime after was made a 


 Supra-Cargo of the Prince Frederirk, and hath now 


got an Eſtate, keeps his Coach, and is now high Baliff 
of Weſtminſter, but what Services he ever did abroad 


for 10001. I never heard. 
The Directors likewiſe towards the Cloſe of every 
Direction, gave large Sums to the Chiets of the re- 


ſpective Offices, viz. to Mr. De Gols, their Caſhier, 


about 3 or 4 hundred Pounds, Mr. Read, their Ac- 


countant, about as much, the Secretary the ſame, and 
Jo to the Chiefs of other Offices in Proportion to their 


Salaries *; likewiſe they made a Preſent to Admiral 
Stewart about 3 Lears ago of 500 Guineas a little after 
his Arrival home from the Spaniſb Weſt-Indies, which 
Sums perhaps with others of the like Nature make 


the Sum of 25778 J. 7 5. which the late Inſpectors 


in their Report call Miſceilaneous Payments; but 


whether the Directors could anſwer the giving away 
| ſuch large Sums of the Proprietors Money without 
the Conſent of the the General Court it behoves them 


to enquire into. | | 
And now I have mentioned the Report of the late 


veral Places; but ſhall only mention three, 


5 * I cannot but obſerve that it is defective 
in ſe 


# Mr. Henry, «vho avas chief Clerk ef the Bond Office had 200 I. 


given at one Time for ſecret Servcies, as being their Bond. Brother : and 


1 have heard a Fa fay, and whom I can name, who was conver- 


; fant with Mr. De Gols's Caſh Book ſeveral Years, that towards the 


Expiration of ſeveral Directions, Sir John Eyles gave 3 of 4 thouſand 


Pounds to be diſtributed amongft «what Officers he thought proper : but 


evbether it vas by Warrant of Court or not he cannot ſay. 


| 


4 
4 | 4 


| 


Hf. 


Ein, It muſt be defeQive becauſe they have not 


ſeen the Account of Sales of the Cargo of the Royal 
Prince, Capt. Baynbam Raymand that went out in 


the Year 1718 to La Vera Cruz, which Cargo coſt 


above 250,000 l. 


Secondly, Becauſe there is no mention made of the 
34187 Dollars, 5 and a half Rials in Money and 
Ammunition Stores, Capt. Jacob's betore-mention'd 
went away with from La Vera Cruz in the Year 1718. 


| Thirdly, Becauſe it takes no Notice of the Debt 
due from Mr. William Clarke aforeſaid, which the 
joynt Committee of Accounts and Law-Suits in their 


Minute of the 6th of December 1727, report 0 be 


very conſiderable ; but it is well known the Com- 
mittee of Inſpection was calculated to delude the Pro- 
prietors, and ſtave off an Enquiry which at this Day 
they are guarding againſt *, which looks as if they 
were apprehenſive of being called upon by this Par- 
liament. | W 


Sir Richard Hopkins, the preſent Sub-Governor, 
was privy to theſe Tranſactions, he being of the 
Committee of Correſpondence ſeveral Years : But 


* The late Directors ſubſcribed three Guineas a Piece 10 money in- 


zo their Management of the Company's Affairs, as by the following 
Receipt and Summons. 


« Received June 5, 1733. of — - Three Guineas, 
his Proportion towards the Charges attending the Enquiry. 
made into the South-Sea Company's Affairs. | 


S I R, h et? 3 | 
Lu are defired to meet the ſeveral Gentlemen, wwho with your felf 
bave been Directors of the South-Sea Company fince the Year 1720, 
en Monday next, at the Upper Three Tuns i Graeechurch-ftreet. 


Enquire for N I. 14 June 1733. 
whether 


R. Mountague, 


* « 
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_ whether his Capacity might permit him to penetrate 
into Affairs 1o far as ſome Gentlemen of that Com- 
- mittee, or whether he was actuated by any other 


Motive, I cannot ſay, but am rather inclined to be- 


Heve the former; elſe in all Probabiliay he would. 


have proteſted againſt the Proceedings of the Court 


* long before. 
.L preſume. now by the foregoing Sheets, that I 


have fully and demonſtratively proved the Reaſona- 


blenefs and Equity of a publick Enquiry, and am 
perſuaded that on Trial it would appear, that if the 


Directors had carty'd on no Trade at all ſince tlie 
Year 1720 (that what with the Money due to the 
Spay for Seizures and other Effects in the Spaniſh 
Meſt-Indies before that time, what with the Cargo 
of the Royal George bought in the Year 1717 and 


x718, what with-part of t the Ships Bedford and Eli 


_ zabeth's Cargo bought in the Tear 1716, part of the 


taid Ships Cargocs having been ſold after the Year 
x72', what with the faid 4, 200000 J. received from 
the Bank 2,400000 l. from the Forfeited Eftates 
7,00000 and upwards on Pledges of Stock and Sub- 


| teriptions; - What with Stock unclaimed, and with 


faving the Money which has been expended i in Salla- 
ries 5 the King of Spain's Officers in New-Spain, 
and Council of the Trdies at Madrid, with feveral 
hundred thoufand Pounds paid in His Majeſty's Ap- 
pointments) the Company might have paid 5 per 
Cent. tor ever. 


In the Har 1729, Sir Richard Hopkins, Mr. Aſhton, Mr. 
Tellicux, and amtber Gentleman in the DireAions proccſted ala 


. rhe 4 oceedings of the Court. g 


